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INTERNAL SUFFERINGS | 


O F 


A PREPARATORY PRAYER, 


ORD Jeſus! the author and finiſher of our 

faith, who didſt endure the pains of the croſs, 
and embrace ſorrow, when thou mighteſt have 
reigned in joy; bleſſing and eternal praiſe be to 
thee for thy free love, which moved thee, in our 
ſtead, to enter on the held of battle, and to obtain 
a glorious victory, the benefit of which all thy 
ſpiritual Iſrael might partake. Illuminate our eyes, 
that they may be capable of rightly diſcerning the 
myſteries of the internal agonies of thy ſoul, with 
which thou haſt pleaded our cauſe before the tri- 
bunal of the ſupreme juſtice. May our thoughts 
be ſo penetrated with the divine flames of- thy end- 
leſs love, that our ſtony hearts may be thoroughly 
warmed and ſoftened. Grant this for the ſake of 
that tranſcendent love of thine, Amen. 


[2] 
The ſcene of the miternal Sufferings of Jesvs 


CHRIST. 
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c HEN cometh Jeſus with them unto a 
E palace called Gethſemane, where was a gar- 
* den, into which Jeſus and his diſciples entered. 
© But Judas, who betrayed him, allo knew the 
© place; for jeſus oft-times reſorted thither with 
© his diſciples.” Matt. xxvi. 26. Mark xiv. 32. 
John xviii. 1, 2. 


ASPIRATION. 


H- moſt faithful Saviour! all praiſe be to thee- 

for thine infinite love, which induced thee, 

in thine own glorious and adorable perſon, to un- 
dergo that painful progreſs on which our redemp- 
tion depends; and to retire to the garden of Geth- 
ſemane, there to expiate the fins which we, by 
our firft parent, Adam, had committed in the gar- 
den of Eden. Grant us grace, that this thy bloody 
and agonizing walk may ever be freſh in our minds, 
Be pleaſed to inſpire us with a willingneſs to go 
with thee wherever thou leadeſt the way, Preſerve 
us evermore from ſuch a temper as is aſhamed of 
the ignominy of thy croſs. If our fleſh ſhould 
prove weak and reluctant, draw it after thee with 
the gentle cords of thy love, that we may not re- 

main behind nor loiter in the thorny way to reſt, 
which lies through forrows and ſufferings. Be allo 
one day our guide through the gloomy vale of 
death, and animate and ſupport us at our laſt place 
of combat. Grant that we may acquit ourſelves 
courageouſly, and preſs forward to thee through 


life and death. Even ſo, Lord Jeſus. Amen, 
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< 
40% 


— Io 


love. N Amen. 


Mark xiv. 33, 34. 


„„ 
Cunxisr's firſt addreſs to his diſciples. 


* A ND when he was come into the garden, 
C A he ſaid to his diſciples, Sit ye here, while 


© 1 go and pray yonder. Pray, that ye enter not 


into temptation.” Matt. xxvi. 36, Mark xiv. 
32. Luke xxii. 30. | 


ASPIRATION. 


Moſt faithful Saviour! unfeigned thankſgiv- 
ing and endleſs praiſe be aſcribed to thee, 
that by thy prayer, as High Prieſt, thou haſt ſanc- 
tified prayer, and haſt imparted to it an efficacy 
whereby we ſhall be able to overcome the afiaults 
of our ſpiritual enemy. Grant that thy holy Spirit 
may powerfully incite us to prayer when the evil 


hour approaches, that we may not be indolent iu 
arming ourſelves with this powerful weapon, when, 


the enemy is preparing to make an effort on our 
ſouls. And do thou, bleſſed Jeſus, come to our 


aſſiſtance with thy prevailing interceſſion, that our 


weak imperfect prayer may be ſanctified, and ten- 
dered acceptable to thy Father, for the ſake of thy 


The beginning of CnR1sT's ſorrowful 


| anguiſh. | 
c ND he took with him Peter, and the two 
6 ſons of Zebedee, James and John, and 


began to be forrowful, fore amazed, and very 
heavy. And Jeſus ſaid unto them, My foul is 
© exceeding ſorrowful even unto death; tarry ye 
here, and watch with me.“ Matt. xxvi, 37, 38. 
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[4] 


IP IRA T-1LD N; 


| LL praiſe and thankſgiving be rendered to 

thee, O bleſſed Jeſus, for the anguiſh, ſor- 
row, and heavineſs with which thy ſoul, bypoſta- 
tically united with the Godhead, did ſubmit to be 
oppreſſed ! Thou art the Power of the Moſt High, 
and haſt once been overwhelmed with fear, and 
that only for our good. When the light of thy 
countenance is withdrawn, all thy creatures are ter- 
ried. 'I hy mighty power has placed us in this 
world; but thy weakneſs lifts us up to heaven. Let 
us therefore enjoy the fruits of thy anguiſh and ſor- 
row, during our whole lives, and particularly at 
the tremendous hour of death ; that then we ma 
walk without fear or dread through the gloomy 
vale of death, which thou haſt ſanctified with thy 
bleſſed footſteps. Grant this for the ſake of thy 
love to mankind. Amen, 


Our Saviour*s preparation for prayer, when 
oppreſſed with anguiſh and ſorrow. . 


N D he went a little farther, and was with- 
drawn from them about a ſtone's caſt, and 
kneeled down, and fell on his face to the ground, 
and prayed, That, if it were poſſible, the hour 
might paſs from him.“ Matt. xxvi. 39. Mark 
Xiv.. 35, 36. Luke xxli. 41. 


A:SPIRATIO N.;* 


HANKS be to thee, O deareſt Saviour, 

| that thou haſt truly felt our burden, and was 
tempted in all things as we are, though without 

fin, All praiſe be to thee for thy deep humiliation 
in prayer, by which thou haſt atoned for our pride, 
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and left us a perfect example to follow. Propiti= bs 


ouſly look upon us in the hour of trial; and may 
we arm ourſelves with prayer, and for the ſake of 
thy conqueſt be conquerors in all things. Amen. 


The prayer of Jeſus in his ſorrow and an- 
guiſh of ſoul. 


ND he ſaid, Abba, father! all things are 
. poſſible unto thee. If it be poſſible, Jet this 
cup paſs from me; nevertheleſs not as I will, 
but as thou wilt.” Matt. xxvi. 39. Mark xiv. 
36. Luke xxii. 42. a 5 


AS PIR ATT N 


O thee, deareſt Saviour, thou tempted and 

merciful high Prieſt, all praiſe and thankſ- 
giving be aſcribed, "that thou haſt been pleaſed by 
the holy ſacrifice of thy blameleſs Will to make 
ſatisfaction for, and expiate our enmity againſt the 
Will of God; Be pleaſed, O bleſſed 3 by 
virtue of this thy propitiatory offering, and the in- 
fluence of thy holy Spitit, to bring our corrupt and 
unruly Wilis to that harmony and order, in which 
they were at firſt created; ſo that it may be our 
food and our joy to fulfil the Will of thy father, 
and reſign ourſelves entirely to him. Amen. 


The firſt temptation of the diſciples. 


ND he cometh to his diſciples, and findet 
them aſleep; and he ſaith unto Peter, Simon, 
ſleepeſt thou? What, could ye not watch with 
* me one hour? Watch and pray, that ye enter 
not into temptation : The ipirit, indeed, is wil- 
* linz; but the fleſh is weak.“ Matt. xxvi. 40, 41. 


Mark xiv. M5 
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[6] 
ASPIRATION: 


| Faithful Saviour ! who, like a watchful ſhep- 
herd, viſiteſt in mercy thy careleſs ſheep, 
and warneſt them of their approaching danger; 
may we, when inclined to floth, hear thy paſtoral 
care Calling out in the ears of every drowſy diſciple, 
© Watch and pray !' Grant to, every one of us a ſuf- 
ficient knowledge of his inability and weakneſs, 
that he may not rely on his good intentions, nor 
account himſelf ſtronger than he really is, but ra- 
ther te diligent in prayer for obtaining the friend- 
ſhip of a more powerful ally. and by his ſtrength, 
be conquerar in all things. Amen. 


The aiſciples viſited a ſecond time after our 
| Saviour*s ſecond prayer. 
AS D he went away again the ſecond time, 
43 and prayed, and ſpake the ſame words: 
O my father ! if this cup may not paſs away from 
me, except I drink it, thy will be done. And he 
.came and found them aſleep again; for their 
eyes were heavy, neither wiſt they what to an- 


ſwer him.“ Matt. xxvi. 42, 43. Mark atv. 
39, 42% Luke xxii. 42. 


ASPIRATION. 


Merciful Jeſus, thou faithful high Prieſt, who 

treareſt thy feeble patients with ſuch lenity 
and compaſſion. To thee we lament, that our 
corrupt nature is fo inclined and eager to fin, but 
ſo flow to do good, that we often forget thy pray- 
ing and ſorrowing, whilft we in the mean time in- 
duige ourſelves with indolence and fleep. In thy 
tender mercy, be thou pleaſed not only to forgive 
us this negled, but alſo, by the great ſervour thou 


bait ſhewn in prayer, to animate our hearts with 
devotion 3 


.0_ @ A 'a 6 
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ing, and grand tranſaction. 


EF 1 
devotion ; by thy perſevering conſtancy, impart to 
us alſo a continual perſeverance in prayer; and by 
the often repeated ſacrifice of thy Will, powerfully 
incline our ſtubborn wills into an entire obedience - 
and ſubmiſſion. Grant this for the ſake of thy 


ſufferings. Amen. 


Chriſt's agony and conflict. 


ND he left them, and went away agaim, 
A and prayed the third time, ſaying the ſame 


words: Father, if thou be willing, remove this 
cup from me; nevertheleſs, not my Will but 
thine be done. And there appeared an angel 
unto him from heaven, ſtrengthening him. And 
being in an agony, he prayed more earneſtly ; and 
his ſweat was, as it were, great drops of blood 
falling down to the ground.“ Matt, xxvi. 44. 
Luke xxli. 42, 43, 44. | | | 
This being an unheard of and unparallel'd ſcene, 


dwell, dwell, O my foul, upon all the particular 
and amazing circumſtances of this ſingular, intereſt- 
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MEDITATION. 


N D he left them.” A melancholy cir- 
cumſtance indeed! It was as if a ſkilful 
and good phyſician ſhould fit down by the bed - ſice 
of a patient, and intreat him for his own fake to 
forbear a certain noxious kind of diet or regimen ; 
but at length, finding him deaf to his kind precau- 

tions, he is obliged to go away and leave the ob- | 
ſtinate patient to follow his deftruCtive appetite, © _ a 
Alas! how deſperate and fatal muſt be the diſeaſe, | 
when this ſupreme Phyſician of ſouls gives over a 


diſeaſed mind, being unable by any means to pre- 
vail on the obſtinate ſinner? | 
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ASPIRATION. 


"A Bleſſed Jeſus, preſerve me from ſuch a con- 
dition, in which all thy faithful admonitions 

and warnings are loſt, In thy tender mercy for- 
ive me, who have fo often, during the courſe of 
my life, let thee knock at the door of my heart in 
vain; and either have not admitted thee at all, or 
by my obſtinacy and perverſeneſs obliged thee to 
withdraw from me. Henceforth may I pay a 
greater regard to the awakening viſits of thy Grace, 
and every time with joy welcome thee, the bleſſed 


of the Lord, 
ME DITATIO N. 


E T at the ſame time how comfortable is 
it, that though it be ſaid, he left them, he 
did not, however, caſt them away? He ſtill owns 


them as his dear diſciples, and does not diſcontinue 
his ſollicitude and care for them. How faithful, 
how mild, how loving is the bleſſed Jeſus, to have 
ſo much patience with ſuch weak, indolent, and 
wretched offenders ! 


ASPIRATION. 


HOU mild, immaculate Lamb of God! 

let me be a witneſs of this thy lenity and 
patience. If I muſt feel the weakneſs and frailty 
of the fleſh, and fink under the burden which 1 
am to bear; caſt me not away in my weaknels, 
but be always preſent with me, and in thy great 
patience and long ſuffering, continue thy ſacred in- 


fluences on my ſcul. | 
MEDIT A- 


[9]. 
MEDITATION. 


E went away again.” But to whom did he 
go? To his dear Father, who at preſent, 
25 it were, hid his face from him; but nevertheleſs 
was pleaſed with this his Son's humble approach. 
Perhaps it would not have been fo with me. Had 
{ prayed once or twice to no purpoſe, I know not 
whether I ſhould have returned the third time to 
the throne of Grace: But the Son of God was 
pleaſed, by his humble and frequent returning, to 
atone for my imperfections in this particular. 


ASPIRATIOMA. 


Bleſſed Lord and Saviour] give me alſo ſuch 

a holy conſtancy in prayer, that I may hum» 
bly knock at the door of Grace time after time, 
and not ſo haſtily take a denial of my ſuit. Henoe- 
forth may I ſay, with Jacob, I will not leave thee 
until thou bleſs me.” 


MEDITATION. 


; E prayed the third time.” How carefully 

does the Spirit of God enumerate the pre- 
cious ſighs of our High Prieſt, which he poured forth 
in the extreme anguiſh of his ſoul into the boſom of 
his Father. This the Pſalmiſt had predicted of the 
Meſſiah, when he introduces him ſpeaking in this 
manner, Put my tears into thy bottle; are they 
not in thy book ?” Alas! my ſighs are far inferior 
to the ſighs of my Saviour; but às he condeſcends 
to ſanctify them by his interceſſion, ſo unqueſtion- 
ably will my heavenly Fatber condeſcend to hear 
them, and note them in his book, | 


o 
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ry _ K A 
ASPIRATION. 


Deareſt Saviour! may I ſend up my prayers 
| inceſſantly to thee, ſince I know that they 
are ſo exactly noted in the book of thy remem- 
brarſce. Are the hairs of my head counted, and 
wi't thou not much more take account of thoſe 
ſighs and tcars which are produced by thy Holy 
Spirit ? 


ED 1T AT: 10'N, 


HE Lord Jeſus prayed thrice, that the cup 

of his bitter mental ſufferings might ſoon 
paſs over. Paul likewife prayed thrice, that the 
meſſenger of Satan might depart from him; and at 
laſt obtained for anſwer, That God's Grace was 
ſufficient for him.“ 00 26 


ASPIRATION: 


O Bleſſed Jeſus! may I perſevere unweariedly in 

prayer, without abating of my zeal, Grant 
me therefore fervour and attention in my prayers; 

and help me to aſk until I receive, to ſeek until 1 
find, to knock until it be opened unto me. 


MEDITATION. 


ph e he ſpake the ſame words.“ O how 
fixed and determined is the Lord Jeſus in 
his prayer! The ſource of all true eloquence, who 
teaches men what they ſhould ſay, who gives 
ſpeech and wiſdom to his diſciples, continually 
uſes the ſame form of words to petition his hea- 
venly Father, | | 


ASPI 
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ASPIRATION: 


HANK SS be to thee, O bleſſed Lord and 

Saviour,” who by thy conſtancy in prayer 
2:4{t atone for my inconſtancy. If when, oppreſ- 
d with temptations, I ſhall be at ſuch a loſs for 
words as to bave only one faint ſigh remaining; let 
it be acceptable unto thee, and let thy Spirit plead 
or me with ſighs unutterable. | 


MEDITATION. 


4 N D he ſaid, Father, if thou be willing, re- 
0 move this cup from me.“ Ah, how bitter muſt 
de the dregs of that cup! ſince our blefled Lord 
prayed three times that it might be removed: from 
him, How dreadful muſt the ſenſe of the Divine 
Anger be, when ſuch amazing ſtrength could not 
bear it without ſhuddering ! 


ASPIRATION. 


Blefſed Jeſus, how could I then have borne 

what thy human Nature could ſcarcely bear! 
Would not this load have preſſed me down to the 
Jeepeſt abyſs of Hell, if thou hadſt not in my ſtead 
taken it on thee, and borne its oppreſſive weight. 
ternal thanks be aſcribed to thee for drinking 
i12dregs of thecup of God's wrath, that the pure and 
bright waters of his comfort might be plentifully 
2oured into it for me. Thanks be to thee who 
didſt ſweeten the cup of my croſs, and from thy 
{ſacred lips didſt cauſe pure mercy abundantly to 
dow into it. Now will I alſo willingly take the 
cup of Salvation, and call upon thy holy Name. 


. 


ME D1- 


rn 
MEDITATION. 


0 N Evertheleſs, not my Will but thine be done. 

This is now the third time that J hear the. 

Will of Chriſt, in bis ſinleſs human nature, hum- 
bly ſubmitting itſelf to the Will of God. Ho- 
much more ſhould I do ſo, who am infected with 
original and actual fin. , 


ASPIRATION. 


My Lord and Saviour, thanks and praiſe be 

to thee, who by the ſubmiſſion of thy Will, 
haſt acquired for me ſtrength to break my ſtubborn 
will, and to triumph over the ſinful motions of it. 
Thanks be to thee, who by thy meritorious victory 
haſt fo ordered it, that ſuch evil motions when re- 
pented of, ſhall not be imputed unto me. 


MEDITATION. 


C A ND there appeared unto him an Angel from 
C heaven.“ How muſt this Angel be amazed at 


the low abaſement of his Creator! How muſt it 
have delighted him to have looked down on the 
deep humiliation of the Son of God! With what 
humility muſt he have adored the purity and holi- 
neſs of this God-man, in this ſtupendous tran- 


faction ! 


ASPIRATION. 


B LESSED Jeſus, as the Angel with admira- 
tion delighted to behold thy ſtupendous love to 
mankind ; ſo grant that I may alſo with a holy 
complacency and deſire, with the deepeſt humility 
and wonder, look into its amazing depth, May 
thy 


* 


1th 


ill, 
orn 


merſed in ſorrow; and the Angel of God comforts 


WES 
thy bitter Paſſion be the conſtant ſubject of my 
meditations! | 


MEDITATION 


How deeply do I here behold my Saviour 
abaſed ! and the Son of God here becomes 
leſs than the Angels. The God of Angels is im- © 


and ſupports him. The beloved Son is beaten ; 
and the Servant binds up his wounds, Amazing 
and unheard of humiliation |! | % 


ASPIRATION. 
O Bleſſed Lord and Saviour! Thou deſcendeſt 


ſo low in thy humiliation and abaſement, that 
ſcarcely can my mind follow thee down the abyſs. 
i ſtand afar off, and wonder at thy ſtupendous love, 
which has drawn thee into ſuch a depth of miſery. 
Praiſed be thy name, who waſt pleaſed to deſcend 
to ſuch a lowly condition, as to ſtand in need of 
the conſolation of an Angel, that by thy merits I 
might enjoy the ſervice and protection of thoſe 
bleſted Spirits. 


MEDITATFERM 
H OW faichſul, how merciful, is God! He 


proportions his reviving comforts to the de- 
gree of our ſufferings. When the Lord Jeſus had 
in the wilderneſs gone through his conflict with Sa- 
tan, the Angels came, and miniſtered unto him. 
Here, the encounter being ſharper, and the ſtruggle 
greater, an Angel ſteps in during the conflict to 
Rrengthen and ſupport him. 


C A8 PI- 


{141 
ASPIRATION. 


O My Saviour! Give me always ſuch conſola- 
tion and ſtrength in all my conflicts, that I 
may obtain the victory. When all the ſons of 
men forſake me, let thy holy Angels ſurround me, 
and thy bleſſed Spirit aſſure me of thy love. 


MEDITATION. 


A N Angel ſtrengthens my Saviour, perhaps 

by a conſolatory diſcourſe; and a kind re- 
monſtrance, That it is the Father's Will that he 
ſhould drink this cup, who would ſoon place the 
crown of perfection upon his ſufferings, and then 
he ſhould again return to the boſom of his dear 
Father; that his ſufferings would be attended with 
the moſt tranſcendant and falutary effects, to the 
unſpeakable Glory of his Almighty Father, and 
the eternal ſalvation of an infinite number of ſouls. 
God undoubtedly accompanied theſe words of his 
refulgent meſſenger with ſuch efficacy and power, 
that the human rature of our bleſſed Lord felt it- 
ſelf greatly and wonderfully ſtrengthened by them. 


ASPIRATION. 


HUS, O my Saviour, let me never be 

without ſuch pious ſouls, who, under any dif- 
ficulties into which I may fall, may ſupport me by 
their conſolatory diſcourſe. Give to the words of 
thy conſoling meſſengers ſuch force and energy, 
that I may be ſenſible that thou haſt ſent them to 
ſtrengthen and ſupport my deſponding heart. 


8 MF DI 


[15]. 
MEDITATION. 


ola- | 
it I HIS comfort adminiftered to our bleſſed - 
of Lord appears to me, as it were, the grant- 


me, ing of his prayer, and a gracious recompence of his 
preceding voluntary ſacrifice of his own to the Will 
of God; which, like incenſe, had emitted a ſweet 
{ayour before his heavenly Father, 


2 AS PIRAT ION. 

he M AY I, O bleſſed Jeſus, be convinced by thy 
he 4 illuſtrious example, that it is not in vain to 
en poſſeſs my ſoul in patience 3 but that a new portion 
ar of grace follows on every ſacrifice of the Will. Oh 
th male me therefore more inclined to reſign my Will 
he to thine, that I may more and more experience thy 
K refteſiments in my foul ! 

1 MEDITATION. 

tn 


. HE cup, indeed, was not quite removed 

3 | from the bleſſed Jeſus; for the bittereſt dregs 

git are ſtill reſerved for him; nevertheleſs his 

aer was not ineffectual. For by the conſolation 

an Angel, in the name of his heavenly Father, 

Ee received a pledge, that he ſhould not under 
- e oppreſſive weight of his ſufferings. 


ASPIRATION 


M AY I, O my Saviour, be content, when, 

inſtead of what I ardently prayed for, ſome- 
thing more beneficial is granted to me; or when, 
inſtead of the whole J pray for, I receive only an 
carneſt of thy favour, Let me always be ſatisfied 
C 2 with 


128721 
U * * * 


[16] 
with thy preſent comforts, and patiently wait for 
farther relief. 


EEEDITAT N. 
OUR bleſſed Lord is, indeed, ſtrengthened for 


the preſent; but it is in order to undergo 
greater and more afflictive conflicts, that his human 
nature receives an increaſe of ſtrength, 


ASPIRATION. 


HUS, O bleſſed Jeſus, may J never deſire 

additional ſtrength of thee for any other end, 
than faithfully to exert it in ſeverer trials; but by 
no means in order to ſhake off the croſs; ſo that 
thy honour may be promoted by my being ſtreng- 
thened, and that thy name may be more and more 
glorified by my patience under afflictions. 


ScSDUEIATEDN, 


6 ND being in an agony.” O what a dread- 
ful ſpectacle offers itſelf here to my eyes 
Life ſtruggles with death; and not only with tem- 
poral death, that not being yet inflicted ; but with 
eternal death, armed with the wrath of God, the 
terrors of the Almighty, and accompanied by all 
the malignant powers of darkneſs. Aſtoniſhing 
combat! in which the curſe of the law, and Chriſt's 
innocence; the manifeſtation of the Divine Juſtice 
incenſed, and the diſplay of the Divine Love ſof- 
tened with pity ; the rage of Satan, and the Deity - 
united to the ſoul of Chriſt, are engaged in oppoſi- 
tion to each other, 


ASP] 


0 
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ASPIRATION. 


O Lord and Saviour! my hearing and my fight 

fail me to recount thy ſufferings. As every hin 
deſerves death, and thou hadſt the intolerable 
weight of thouſands of millions of ſins, the fins of 
a world lying in wickedneſs, prefling upon thy ſoul ; 
ſo muſt thou here, before the righteous tribunal of 
God, have endured many thouſands of millions of 
deaths. TI behold thee, the beloved Son of the hea- 
venly Father, overwhelmed with all the vials of 
God's wrath ; by which thy tender humanity is 
thrown into ſuch a violent agony, that it appears to 
be in the excruciating pangs and extremities of death. 
Oh what an accurſed evil muſt fin be, to throw thy 
ſpotleſs ſoul into ſuch an abyſs of miſery ! 


MEDITATION. 


W HAT dreadful effects has the ſentence of 

death been frequently known to have upon 
the heart of an unhappy criminal? How he turns 
pale, trembles, and is exanimated with fear and 
4i{tractian! How ſuperlatively dreadful then muſt 
have been to the guiltleſs ſoul of our Saviour, 
when all the torture, anguiſh, and pain; all the 
curſes and agonizing torments, denounced by the 
law againſt the fins of the world, were infied on 
this facred victim. 


ASPIRATION 


> TERNAL praiſe be aſcribed to thee, O 

deareſt Mediator, for permitting thyſelf to be 
moſt heavily accuſed by the Law before the juſt tri- 
bunal of God, and to be condemned as the vileſt 
C 3 malefactor. 
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malefactor. When Moſes accuſes my whole life, 


and in his terrible array denounces condemna- 


.® 
* 


tion; let this thy atoning conflict preſerve me 


againſt the curſe of the Law. As thou haſt taken 
on thee my curſe, ſo let thy bleſſing deſcend on my 
guilty head, 


MEDITATION. 


HE awful peals of thunder, and dreadful 

flaſhes of lightning in the atmoſphere ; and 
the hideous yells and roaring of lions on the earth; 
are the two terrifying images in Nature, under 
which the Moſt High has been pleaſed to repreſent 
his wrath in Holy Writ. But if all the terrible 
claps of thunder that ever aſſaulted the ear were to 
burſt at one horrid exploſion, with combined force; 
and were all the lions of the foreſt to ſet up a hide- 
ous roar, at once, after their prey ; it were not to 
be compared with the dreadful diſplay of that wrath 
of God, which here overwhelmed the foul of Chriſt, 
The moſt terrifying actions of theſe formidable crea- 
tures exhibit but a faint and fleeting ſhadow of the 
infinite wrath of their omnipotent Creator, 


ASPIRATION. 


O Infinite Love ! What endleſs thanks do I owe 

thee for thy ſevere conflict with the wrath of 
God, that I might not be an everlaſting ſacrifice ta 
that conſuming fire? Ever may, I adore and extol 
thee for this unſpeakable benefit, and continually 
from thee alone ſeck an exemption from the fierce 
anger of the Lord, 


MED I- 
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[19] 
MEDITATION... 


* 

N this dreadful encounter, the devil may be 
ſuppoſed to have exerted his utmoſt efforts a- 
gainſt the guiltle's ſoul of our bleſſed Lord; but the 
Divinity which dwelt in this ſacred Perſon would 
not ſuffer his human nature, the bride which he 
had perſonally eſpouſed, to be trodden under foot 
by the prince of darkneſs. Though Satan dif- 
charged whole ſhowers of fiery darts againſt his 
ſoul ; yet his Divinity extracted all their po:ſon, and 


rendered their ſtroke ineffectual. At the ſame time, 


he fo diſappointed the internal rage of the powers of 
d:1kneſs, that henceforth none of the envenomed 
darts of hell will be able to deſtroy the invulnerable 
iouls of Believers. 


AS PIRAT 


U Nfeigned thanks be aſcribed to thee, O moſt 
Mighty, who, in this encounter, haſt deprived 
the ſtrong man armed, who had the power of death, 
of his ſtrength. Evermore preſerve me, that I may 
no longer ingloriouſly ſerve a tyrannizing enemy, 
over whom thou haſt gained ſo glorious, ſo painful 
2 victory; but may 2 thee, my viao- 
rious Redeemer, for my only Lord and Maſter. 


ME DIT ATI 


: ND he prayed more earneſtly,” or, 
: more intenſely. Amazing reſolution ! 
As the agony increaſes, the more humbly I ſee 

Saviour approach the ſupreme tribunal of God's 
juſtice, The former part of his conflict was ſome- 


thing leſs violent; but this was accompanied with 
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20 
an actual overwhelming of all his powers. The 


deeper his ſoul was to ſink into ſufferings, the more 
it laboured and exerted itſelf, 


ASPIRATION. 


EACH me, O Lord, to imitate this wil. 

dom, that under my greatelt ſufferings I may 
proſirate myſelf in prayer. Do thou animate my 
devotion when it begins to cool, and, by the un- 
utterable groanings of thy Spirit, ſo ſupport me; 
that I may take heaven, as it were, by a holy 
violence. 


MEDITATION. 


0 AND his ſweat was as great drops of blood, 
4 falling to the ground.“ What a ſupernatural 
anguiſh, What agonizing ſorrow, muſt that have 
been, which cauſed ſuch a ſupernatural ſweat, 
Though God, in the ordinary courſe of nature, has 
ſo conſtituted the human frame, that on any great 
anguiſh of mind, and ſudden alarm of fear, the 
blood impetuouſly flows to the heart; yet in this 
inſtance ſuch is the power of the extreme agony 
under which the ſoul of Chriſt was labouring, that 
it not only drives the purple ſtream of life from its 
receptacle, the heart; but, contrary to the courſe 
of nature, burſts the veins, lacerates the pores, and 
forces a thick grumous blood to iſſue from every part 
of the body; which, being immediately congealed 
by the co dneſs of the night, falls, as it were, in 
great ſanguine clots to the ground. 


AS PI. 
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[ 21 ] 
ASPIRATION. 


Bleſſed Jeſus | I here behold in thee wonders 

beyond my comprehenſion. Far be it from 
me, to give the reins to my preſumptuous reaſon, 
that it ſhould commit any offence againſt thoſe dear, 
thoſe precious drops, and depreciate thy agonizing 
bloody ſweat. Rather will I abhor the greatneſs of 
my ſins, which occaſioned thee ſuch an unparal- 
leled anguiſh: I will, with thankfulneſs, admire 
the ardour of thy redeeming love, which made thy 
blood ſo ready to be ſhed, that it prevents the ſol- 
diers ſacrilegious hands, and forces itſelf a way 
through the veins and pores, before thy wounds 
were opened to give it vent. Amazing love | Un- 


exampled benevolence ! 


MEDITATION. 


BY this thy bloody ſweat, O bleſſed Jeſus, deliver 
my ſoul when it is to paſs into the gulf of eter- 
rity; when agonizing pangs ſhall ſeize my body, 
and the cold, faint ſweat of death ſhall iſſue at 
every pore, then, O thou great Angel of the cove- 
nant, which thou haſt ſealed with thy precious 
blood, come to my aid, and ſtrengthen me in that 
laſt tremendous hour. Amen. Amen. | 


T H 


1 
EXTERNAL SUFFERINGS 


W737 
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In the Garden of Gethſemané. 


THE PREPARATORY PRAYER. 


| Saviour and Redeemer of mankind, thou who 
not only doſt plead our cauſe before the throne 
of Divine Juftice, and for our fins, wert by thy Fa- 
ther afflicted, chaſtiſed, and tormented; but allo 
didſt ſuffer thyſelf to be delivered into the mercileſs 
bands of cruel men, to be dragged and bouud like 
a felon, to be buffeted, mocked, and ſpurned ; en- 
lighten our eyes, that in thy external ſufferings alſo 
we may ſo contemplate the wonders of thy love, 
thy patience and tenderneſs, that we may acknow- 
Jedge thee the immaculate Lamb of God, that 
beareſt our iniquities, lay h Id of thy merit by 
faith, and be diſpoſed chearfully to tread in thy 
bleſſed ſteps in all outward ſufferings, Amen. 


JESUS 


( 23] 
Jesus comes the third time to bis, diſciples. 


6 ND when he roſe up from prayer, and 
6 came to his diſciples the third time, he 
found them ſleeping for ſorrow. And he ſaid unto 
« them, Will ye yet ſleep, and take your ref ? 
why fleep ye? Behold the hour is come; and 
the ſon of man is betrayed into the hands of fin- 
© ners. Riſe up, let us go! Lo ! he that betray- 
eth me is at hand, Pray, that ye enter not into 
© temptation.” Matt. xxvi. 45, 46. Mark xiy, 
41, 42. Luke xxii. 45, 46. | 


THE PRAYEA R. 


O thee, O dearet Lord and Saviour, be 

aſcribed endleſs praiſe and unſpeakable thanks 
for all thy care and faithfulneſs, which, - amidſt the 
ſorrows that ſurrounded thee, was manifeſted for 
thy diſciples, and likewiſe for all thoſe who through 
their word ſhould believe in thy name. O Bleſſed 
Jeſus ! may the remembrance of thy tranſcendant 
love, which was exemplified by thy ſufferings, never 
d-part from our thoughts. Make us, we beſeech thee, 
ling chearfully to undergo any ſufferings for thy 
ne; and may we never account our lives dear, fo 
hat we may but finiſh our courſe with joy. Grant 
this, O Lord, for the fake of thine unſpeakable 
luttcrings. Amen. 
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[ 24 ] 


The coming of the enemies of CHRIS T 5 
apprehend him, 


6 N D while he yet ſpake, behold he tha 
c was called Judas, one of the Twelve, hay. 
© ing received a band of men and officers from the 
© chief Prieſts and Phariſees, came, and with hin 
© a great multitude with ſwords and ſtaves, lan. 
© terns and torches, from the chief Prieſts, and 
© the Scribes, and the Elders of the people ; and 
he went before them. Now he that betrayet 
© him had given them a ſign, ſaying, Whomfoever 
© I ſhall kiſs, the ſame is he, take him, and lead 
him away ſafely.“ Matt. xxvi. 47, 48. Mart 
Xiv. 43, 44. Luke xxii. 47. John xviii. 3. 


AISPIRATI O'N; 


Faithful Saviour! whatever ſins we have com- 

mitted in the darkneſs of the night thou haf 
alſo expiated in the night; and as we have offended 
the juſtice of God not only with the powers and 
faculties of our ſouls, but alſo with the member 
of our bodies, ſo thou haſt been pleaſed to make 
fatisfaftion for them, not only by the anguiſh of 
thy ſpotleſs ſou], but haſt ſuffered thyſelf to be ill 
treated in thy ſacred body by the hands of wicked 
men. To thee, O bleſſed Jeſus, be aſcribed end: 
leſs praiſe and unfeigned thanks. Grant, for the 
ſake of thy love, that by theſe thy ſufferings, .we 
may attain the eternal ſalyation of our fouls, 


Amen. 


| Judas's zreacherous Bebaviour. 


. S ſoon as Judas was come, he goeth forth- 
« with to Jeſus, and ſaid, Hail Maſter! — 
| © ki 
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© kiſſed him. And Jeſus ſaid unto him, Friend, 
« wherefore art thou come? Betrayeſt thou the 


Son of Man with a kiſs.” Matt. xxvi. 49, 50. 
Mark xiv. 45. Luke xxii. 47, 48. | 


AS PIRAT ION. 


Thou moſt mild and forgiving Jeſus! who 

didſt ſhew the greateſt love and tenderneſs to 
thy greateſt enemy; let me alſo when I have 
odended thee, partake of this thy kindnefs'-and 
-entleneſs. Give me grace alſo to love mine ene- 
mies, and to bear the greateſt injuries with all pa- 
ence and gentleneſs, after thy great example, 
Amen. 


CunrsT's firſt diſcourſe with the multitude 
of his enemies. 


ES Us therefore, knowing all things that 
_} ſhould come upon him, went forth, and ſaid 
unto them, Whom ſeek ye? They anſwered 
him, Jeſus of Nazareth. Jeſus ſaith unto them, 
am he. And Judas alſo, who betrayed- him, 
ſtood with them. As ſoon as Jeſus. had faid 
unto them, I am he, they went backward, and 
tell to the ground.“ John xvii, 4, 5, 6. 


ASPIRATION. 


Lmighty Saviour, before whom all the wicked 
are ſcattered as chaff before the wind, may 

our hearts be ſo thoroughly convinced: of thy tran- 
ſcendent power and greatneſs, that we. may wil- 
ingly lay ourſelves at thy feet, and worſhip thee, 
leſt thou deſtroy us by the blaſting of the breath of 
thy lips. Thou here ruleſt amongſt thine enemies; 
come 
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[ 26 ] 
come and rule alſo in our hearts ; and may that 
carnal mind, which is enmity againſt thee, be 
made thy footſtool. Grant that thy ſacred Word 
may not be unto us a ſavour of death unto death, 
but a ſavour of life unto life, for the ſake of thine 
infinite love. Amen, 


A continuation of CnrisT's diſcourſe with 
his enemies. 


HEN aſked he them again, Whom ſeek 

ye? And they ſaid, Jeſus of Nazareth, 

Jeſus anſwered, I have told you, that I am He; 

if therefore, ye ſeek me, let theſe go their way; 

that the ſaying might be fulhlled, which he ſpake, 

Of thoſe whom thou gaveſt me, have I loft 
* none,” John xviii. 7, 8, 9. 


A & & a 
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AS PIRAT ION. 


0 Faithful and merciful Saviour! Thou who 
lookeſt on every ſou], which the Father hath 
given thee, as a precious Jewel, and makeſt it thy 
concern to ſecure and return it to him unhurt at 
the laſt day; let this inſpire us with holy confi- 
dence, and exceeding joy, as knowing that no one 
can ſnatch us out of thine Almighty hand, and 
that thy mediatorial prayer will be fulfilled in us 
alſo. Keep us then as the apple of "thine eye, that 
none of us may be loſt; but that, one day, we 
may be where thou art, and ſee thy tranſcendent 
glory. Grant this, O Lord, for the ſake of thy 
meritorious interceſſion. Amen, 


CHRisT 


IST 


[ 27 ] | 
CnrIsT is apprebended, and Peter defends 


him 
a HEN came they, and laid hands on Je- 
: ſus, and took him. When they who were 


+ with him ſaw what would follow, they ſaid unto 
* him, Lord, ſhall we ſmite with the ſword? 
and, behold, one of them who were with Je- 
* fis, namely, Simon Peter, having a. ſword, 
* firetched out his hand, and drew it, and ſmote a 
© ſervant of the High Prieſt, and cut off his right 
car: the ſervant's name was Malchus.“ Matt. 
x1, 50, 51. Mark xiv. 46, 47. Luke xxii. 
4% 50. John xviil. 10. 


ASPIRATION. 


I Ternal thanks be aſcribed to thee, moſt faith- 
ful Saviour, for thy patience, long-ſuffering, 
and forbearance towards thy poor children, May 
we alſo partake of it amidſt our temerity and im- 
patience, our proneneſs to anger and revenge! Caſt 
u not from thee for our manifold infirmities ; but 
by thy Holy Spirit continually ſtrengthen us, and 
make us more patient, wiſe, and conſiderate, fo 
that we may reflect honour on thy holy Religion, 
and make our light to ſhine before men. Amen. 


CurisrT's mild reprocf to his diſciples. 


BY TI Jeſus anſwered and ſaid, Suffer ye thus 
far. And he touched his ear, and healed 
him. Then ſaid Jeſus unto Peter, Put up thy 
{word into the ſheath ; for all they that take the 
* ſword- ſhall periſh with the ſword, The cup 
which the Father hath given me, ſhall I not 
D 2 drink 
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[28 ] 
* drink it? Thinkeſt thou that I cannot now pray 
© to my Father, and he ſhall preſently give me 
© more than twelve legions of Angels? But how 
then ſhall the Scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it 
* muſt be?” Matt. xxvi. 52, 53, 54. Luke xxii, 
5t. John xxviii. 11. 
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AS PIRAT ION. 


HAN K 8 be to thee, O my Saviour, who 

wouldeſt not permit the courſe of thy ſuffer- 
ings to be obſtructed, Jeſt at the ſame time my re- 
demption and ſalvation ſhould be prevented. Praifed 
be thy name for this chearful readineſs to drink 
of thy cup of ſufferings for the welfare of man- 
kind, that 1 might not eternally drink the phials 
of God's wrath, and the lees of his bitter cup, 
Grant that I may patiently and willingly ſub- 
mit to all ſufterings for thy ſake, and let thy holy 
Spirit aflift and ſupport me under them. Amen. 


CurisT 7s bound, and his remonſirance to 
his enemies. 


HEN the band, and the captain, and the 

officers of the Jews, took Jeſus, and bound 
him. In the ſame hour Jeſus faid to the chief 
Prieſls, and Captains of the temple, and the 
Elders, who were come to him, Are ye come 
out, as againſt a thief, with ſwords and ſtaves to 
take me?” Matt. xxvi. 55. Mark xiv. 48. 
Luke xxii. 52, John xviii. 12. 
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ASPIRATION. 


Thou moſt wiſe, and moſt prudent, who at 
a proper ſeaſon didſt vindicate thine own in- 
nocence, and thy heavenly Father's honour ; though 
at other times, when calumniated and reproached, 
thou didſt not open thy mouth; by the former 
inſtance, thou haſt obtained for us the right of con- 
fJently aſſerting our own innocence and integrity; 
and by the latter, thou haſt atoned for our vain ex- 
cuſes and ill-grounded apologies. : Thanks and 
praiſe be to thee, O bleſſed Jeſus, for this example 
propoſed for our imitation. Teach us to ſpeak, or 
to be ſilent, in right ſeaſon, as thy honour, and 
the real good of our neighbour, may require. 
Grant this for the ſake of thy love. Amen, 


4 continuance of CurisT's 1remonſtrance men 
tioned in the preceeding Conſideration. 


: ] Was daily with you teaching in the temple, 
and ye took me not: But this is your hour, 
and the power of darkneſs; and all this was 
done, that the Scriptures of the Prophets might” 
* be fulfilled.” Matt. xxvi. 56. Luke xxii. 53. 


ASP 1K. ATT 


Faithful and moſt loving Saviour, who didſt 

permit the afflictive and dark hour to come 
upon thee, in which Satan had power over thine 
enemies, to ſtretch out their hands to bind thee ; 
by which thou haſt acquired for us freed m from 
the power of dane, that it ſhall neither con- 
demn us before the tribunal of God, nor triumph 
over our fouls : Thanks be to thee for this un- 
'reaLable grace! Grant that we may live as true 


D 3 ſubject: 
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ſubmiſſon. Amen. 


immortal fouls. May every painful circumſtance 


30 
ſubjects to thee in thy kingdom of light and peace, 
that we may evermore ſerve thee {in holineſs and 
righteouſneſs of life, for the ſake of thy meritorious 


Cnx1sT deſerted by his diſciples. 


$ HEN all the diſciples forſook him and 
c fled. And there followed him a certain 
young man, having a linen cloth caſt about his 
© naked body; and the young men laid hold on 
© him: and he left the linen cloth, and fled from 
them naked.“ Matt, xxvi. 56. Mark xiv. 51, 52, 


ASPIRATION. 


Faithful and loving Saviour, praiſed be thy 
name for all thine external ſufferings, which, 
in and near the Garden of Gethſemanè, thou wert 
pleaſed to endure for our fake, Let us not forget 
at what an ineſtimable price our redemption was 
procured, that we may ſet the higher value on our 


of thy ſufferings be deeply impreſſed on our minds ; 
and may thy Holy Spirit enlighten, ſupport, and 
ſtrengthen us, that we may courageouſly follow 
thee in all ſufferings, and not be aſhamed of the 
diſtinguiſhing badge of thy holy Religion, To 
thee, the victorious Captain of our ſalvation, who 
art perfected and glorified by ſufferings, be aſcribed 
unfeigned thanks and endlels praiſe, for ever and 


ever, Amen, 
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ce | | 
Sz Faithful Saviour, whoſe merits are infinite! 
nd as we are now going to conſider another part 
"WW of the hiſtory of thy ſufferings, we humbly pray 
he thee to grant us the aſſiſtance of thy good Spirit; 
not only to enlighten our underſtanding, but alſo 
0 


powerfully to incline our wills, that we may, from 
the heart, be obedient to all thoſe precious truths 
which we ſhall learn from this hiſtory. Impart a 
particular bleſſing to each Conſideration, to the 
praiſe of thine infinite love, which moved thee to 
ſuffer the moſt painful and ignominious death far 
our ſake, Amen, 


Nie. 


- 
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The Lord Jesvs brought before the ſpiritual 
| court' of the Jews. 


C ND they that had laid hold on Jeſus led 
6 him away to Annas firſt, for he was father. 
© in-law to Caiaphas: who was High Prieſt that 
© ſame year. Now Caiaphas was he, who gave 
© counſel to the Jews, that it was expedient that 
© one man ſhould die for the people. And they 
© Jed Jeſus away to Caiaphas the High Prieft, 
© where the Scribes and EJders were aſſe mbled. 
Matt. xxvi. 57. Mark xiv. 53. Luke xxii. 54, 


John xviii. 13, 14. 


KS PIXAT ION. 


O Thou faithful and loving Saviour! we thank 
thee for thy unparalleled condeſcenſion in 
ſuffering thyſelf to be brought before an earthly tri- 
bunal, to deliver us from judgment before the tri- 


bunal of heaven. Praiſed be thy name, who haſt 
paſſed through every circumſtance of contempt and 
ill uſage, and paved the way for thy poor diſtreſſed 
members, that in following thee they may, with- 
out murmuring, get over every {tumbling block 
and ftone of offence, O bleſfed Jeſus ! keep our 
hearts, we pray thee, from taking any offence at 
thee, or thy Croſs; and give us grace, that from 
thy ſufferings before this relentleſs tribunal, we 
may derive ſufficient ſtrength to our ſouls that we 
may hold out in all perſecutions, and continue 
faithful unto thee till death, Grant this for the 
ſake of thy meritorious ſufferings, Amen, 


The firſt fall of Peter the Apoſtle. 


© C\IMON Peter followed Jeſus afar off, and 
6 ſo did another diſciple, to the palace of the 
* Bigh 
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High Prieſt. That other diſciple was known 
unto the High Prieſt, and went in with Jefus 
into the palace of the High Prieſt. But Peter 
ſtood at the door without. Then went out that 
other diſciple who was known to the High Prieſt, 
and ſpake unto her that kept the door, and 
brought in Peter. And the ſervants and officers 


it was cold; and they warmed themſelves: And 
Peter went in, and ſat down among the ſervants, 
and warmed himſelf at the fire, that he might 
ſee the end. Then the damſel, who kept the 
door of the High Prieſt, beheld Peter, as he 
warmed himſelf and ſat by the fire, and earneſily 
looked upon him, and ſaid, Thou alſo waſt with 
Teſus of Nazareth the Galilean. Art thou not 
one of this man's diſciples? But he denied it 
before them all, ſaying, Woman, I am not; ! 
know him not, neither underſtand I what thou 
layeſt, And he went into the porch ; and the 
cock crew.“ Matt. xxvi. 58, 69, 70. Mark 
XiV. 54, 66—68, Luke xxii, 54— 57. John 
xViti, 15—18. 


ASPIRATION. 


Moſt faithful Saviour ! We praiſe thee for 
thy mercy, who in thy Word haſt given us 
examples, that may make us wiſe unto ſalvation. 
Preſerve us from all raſhneſs, ſinful curioſity, and 
preſumption, and all reliance on our own ſtrength; 
which pave the way to ſome dreadful fall, With- 
{raw our hearts from an inordinate love of earthly 
{.ngs, and let us value nothing ſo much, as to be 
ling to forfeit thy favour to attain it. Make us, 
beſeech thee, renounce that culpable love of our 
n life, which may induce us to deny thy truths ;. 
aud enable us rather to lay down our lives than de- 
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ny thee in the day of trouble. May we heneeforth 
give thee real proofs of our fidelity and unſhaken 
conſtancy in all trials and temptations! Amen, 


CHRIST. interrogated the jirſt time before the 
ſpiritual judicature, 


: HE High Prieſt then aiked Jefus of his 
8 diſciples, and of his doctrine, Jeſus an- 
© ſwered him, I fpake oper io the world; I ever 
© taught in the ſynagogucs, and in the temple, 
* whither the Jews always :-fort; and in ſecret 
have I ſaid nothing: Why {zeſt thou me? Aſk 
* them who heard me, what I ſaid unto them: 
* Behold they know what I faid. And when Jeſus 
© had thus ſpoken, one of the Officers, who ſtood 
* by, firuck Je us with the palm cf his hand, 
* ſaying, Anſwereſt thou the High Prieſt ſo! 
© Jeſus anſwered him, If I have ſpoken evil, bear 
© witneſs of the evil; but it well, why ſmiteſt 
thou me? (Now Annas had ſent him bound 
* to Caiaphas the High Prieſt.) John xviii 20, 
21, aa, 23, 24. , 


Serie. 


O Faithful and ever- living Saviour! praiſed be 
thy holy name for thine unparalleled patience, 
in bearing all the injuries, affront, and barbarous 
indignities, inflicted on thee by cruel men. Inſtead 
of ignominy and contempt, thou art entitled to all 
honour, adoration, and efteem, as the exprels 
Image of the inviſible God: But thou baſt, (or 
our ſake, offered thy ſacred and reſpectable Face, 
before which the very Angels veil their faces. when 
dazzled by the effulgence of thy countenance, to 
be ſtruck, and didſt not hide it from. ſhame and 

ſpitting 3 
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grace and boldneſs, to lift up our heads before God, 


ſoittings and all this in order to obtain for us 


em: 
clus 
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and, 
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bear 
teſt 
zund 

20, 


that we may not be, overwhelmed with ſhame and 


confuſion before his awful Tribunal. For this 
thine amazing condeſcenſion, we praiſe thee from 


our hearts, and humbly beſeech thee, that thou 


wilt make us willing, for thy ſake, to ſuffer con- 
tempt and ill-uſage from the world; and even ac- 
count it our glory, our ornament, and crown, to 
be made like unto thee, the Firſtborn among ma 

brethren, Grant that we may rather chuſe to be 
deſpiſed, ſmitten, and reviled with thee, than to 
have for our portion the periſhable, ſinful honours 
of the world, which will be followed by eternal 
h:me, and inexpreſſible miſery ; and r 1 after 


thy great example, we may finiſh our courſe with 
oy. Amen. 


Peter's ſecond and third fall. 


ND alittle while after, as Peter was gone 
out to the Porch, another maid- ſaw him, 
aud ſaid to thoſe that were there, This fellow 
was alſo with - Jeſus of Nazareth. Then one 
laid unto him, Art thou not one of his diſciples ? 
Peter denied it again with an oath, Man I 
am not; I know not the man. And after a 
* while, about the ſpace of an hoyr, another con- 
* idently affirmed, ſaying, Of a truth, this fellow 
* 4'/ſo was with him; for he is a Galilean, Then 
* they that ſtood by came up, and ſaid to Peter, 
* Surely thou alſo art one of them; for thou art a 
* Galilean, and thy ſpeech agreeth thereto, and be- 
* trayeth thee, One of the ſervants of the High 
* Prieſt, (being his kinſman whoſe ear Peter had 
cut off) ſaith, Did not I ſee thee in the Garden 
* with him? But Peter began to curſe and to 
wear, and again denied it, and ſaid, Man, I 

* know 


c 
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on thee, and to implore thy Almighty aid to ſecure 


tõ thy mercy to raiſe us up again, for the ſake d 


'© ſaid unto him, Before the cock crow twice, thou 


361 

© know not what thou ſayeſt: I know not this 
* man of whom thou ſpegkeſt.“ Matt. xxvi. 51 
—— 74. Mark xiv. 69, 71. Luke xxii. 58 
60. John axviii. 25, 27. 


ASPIRATION, 


niſcient and ever-living God, who knoweſ! 
our hearts better than we do ourſelves, and 
in thy ſacred Word, haſt given a clear teſtimony 
of this truth ! keep us, we beſeech thee, from an 
overweening opinion of our own ftrength and ſuf. 
ficiency. May we every moment learn to depend 


us from falling into the ſnares of temptation, 
Grant, O Lord, that by the example of Peter, 
and his grievous fall, we may be more cautious, 
and ſhun all opportunities that may lead us into fin; 
and that when we are unhappily fallen, we may fly 


thy be'oved Son Jeſus Chriſt, our Mediator and Ad- 
vocate. Amen. 


The recovery of Peter after his fall. 
c A. immediately, while Peter 'yet ſpake, 


the cock crew the ſecond time. And the 
Lord turned, and looked on Peter: And Peter 
© remembered the word of the Lord, how he hat 


© ſhalt deny me thrice, And he went out, and 
* wept bitterly.” Matt. xxvi. 74, 75. Mart 
Xiv. 72. Luke xxii. 6, 61, 62, John xvill. 27. 


ASP.. 
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191 , 
ASPIRATION, 


Bleſſed Jeſus, faithful and adorable Saviour! 
we praiſe thee for the glorious example of 
ty 1 which thou haſt ſhewn to thy fallen 
iiſciple Peter, for the comfort and ſupport of all 
"welt Wl repenting ſinners in all ſucceeding generations to 
and WM the end of the world. Praiſed be thy name, who, 
nony Win the midſt of thy ignominy and ill treatment 
n an ohen the ſentence of death was paſſed on thee, 
1 (uf- WM it not forget thine unhappy fallen diſciple, and, 
»pend WM by 4 look expreſſive of thy paſtoral care and ten- 
ecure MW dernefs, didſt recall this ſtrayed ſheep from his de- 
ation. {Wvious wanderings. We believe, O bleſſed Jeſus, 
Peter, chat in thy exalted ſtate of glorification, thou {till 
tious, Wretaineſt the ſame affectionate love and compaſſion 
o fin; Howards the meaneſt and moſt dejeded ſinner, as in 
jay de days of thy humiliation and ſufferings. Be 
ke of MWpicaied to irradiate our hearts with this thy lovi 
d Ad- lindneſs; and let this example make ſuch a deep 
impreſſion on our minds, as may inſpire us with 
nope in thy mercy, and preſerve us from ſinking 
into deſpair. Look upon us with an eye of pity 
and compaſſion, when we are unhappily fallen; and 
viſit us with thy grace, that we may return into the 
way of ſalvation. Amen. 


this 
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ſpake, 
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| Peter 6 

e bei“ behaviour of the Lonbo Jesus during 
N * aunjuſt proceedings of the Sanhedrim, or 
t, eat Council of Jews. 


Mark 
u. 7 / OW the chief Prieſts and Elders, and all 
+ * the Council, fought falſe witneſs againſt Je- 
(us, to put him to death; but found nore. Yea, 
P though many bare falſe witneſs againſt him, their 
teltimony agreed not together, At the laſt came 

© two 
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=_ © two falſe witneſſes, and bare falſe teſtimony 
| M1 © againſt him, ſaying, We heard him ſay, I an 
1H © able to [I will] deſtroy this temple of Cod that 
is made with hands, and within three days I will 
build another made without hands. But neither 
© ſo did their witneſs agree together. Then the 
© High Prieft aroſe and ſtood in the midſt, and 
* aſked Jeſus, ſaying, Anſwereſt thou nothing 
What is it that theſe witneſs againſt thee ? But 
© Jeſus held his peace, and anſwered nothing, 
Matt. xxvi. 59——63. Mark xiv. 55—61. 


SEW Www ASST 


Moſt merciful and gracious Father! praifed 

be thy glorious name, for bringing to light 
and publickly manifeſting the innocence of thy be. 
loved Son, by the contradictory depoſitions of his 
enemies; and for applying his ſpotleſs perfection to 
us as our own, that it may be our defence and 
ſhield againſt the accuſation of Satan, and our 2. 
wakened conſciences. Bring us to the knowledge 
and confeſſion of our depravity. Convince us d 
our guilt, that we may ceaſe from juſtifying our- 
ſelves at thy Tribunal, and ſeek protection under 
the ſhadow of our ſinleſs Mediator's wings. May 
his innocence be our ſhield and refuge at the hour 
of death, when the enemy will not fail bitterly to 
accuſe us, to raiſe up falſe witneſſes againſt us, and 
to place before our eyes all the wickedneſs, which 
we have actually committed during the whole 
courſe of our lives: Then ſprinkle our conſcience 
with the propitiating blood of our Lord and Sai 
our, ſo that our accuſer may be utterly confounded 
and we may depart hence ſecure of thy favour, 


and full of a lively hope of eternal felicity. on 
15) 
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his, O Lord, ſor the ſake of the innocence of thy 
beloved Son, Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 


The good confeſſion of the Lord Jeſus before 
the Sanhedrim, or Spiritual Court of 
the Jews. 


G AIN, the High Prieſt aſked Jeſus, Art 
thou the Chrift, the Son of the Bleſled ? 
© [| adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell 
dus, whether thou be the Chriſt, the Son of God ? 
« ſeſus faith unto him, Thou haſt ſaid; I am. 
© Nevertheleſs, I fay unto you, Hereafter ye ſhall 
* fee the Son of Man, ſitting on the right hand of 
* Power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.“ 
Matt, xxvi. 63, 64. Mark xiv. 61, 62, 


ASPIRATION. 


Faithful and ever-living God, we bleſs thy 
glorious name for giving up thy beloved Son 

to de judged by the wicked, that we might not 
come into, eternal judgment, and be ſentenced to 
everiaſting death, We alfo praiſe thee, O Son of 
tie Father, for that good confeſſion that thou 
macelt before this unrighteous tribunal ; when, as 
a {worn witneſs, thou didſt acknowledge the truth 
o thy Divine glory to the face of thy blood-thirſty 
judges, and didſt thereby lay the corner-ſtone of 
our faith, fo that it cannot be moved. Make ſuch 
a deep impreffion of this truth on our ſouls, that 
it may never flip out of our minds. Irradiate our 
nca:ts with a beam of thy glory, and cauſe it to 
rike a ſalutary terror into all ſecure minds, who 
go on in their impenitence, denying thee, and re- 
fuling to worſhip and obey thee, By this confeſ- 
| E 2 ſion 
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( 40] 
kon of thy dignity, ſtrengthen and comfort thy 
true diſciples and followers, in all the datigers and 
ſufferings they are to undergo for thy ſake. Make 
them ſenſible that thou fitteſt at the right hand of 
Power, and that thy arm is not ſhortened to help 
them, and deliver them out of all their troubles, 
Hear us, O Lord, and, by thy good confeflion, 
give us refolution likewiſe to confeſs thy name be- 


fore men, and to follow thee even to ſuffering; 
and to death, Amen, 


The ſentence paſſed on Jesvs CHRIST, after 
his confeſſion. 


c HEN the High Prieſt rent his clothes 
0 faying, He has ſpoken blaſphemy ; What 
« farther need have we of witneſles? Behold, 


* now ye have heard his blaſphemy : What think 
ye? They all condemned him, and anſwered 
and ſaid, He is guilty of death.” Matt, xxvi, 
65, 66, Mark xiv. 63, 64. 


FITIRATION, 
O Faithful and gracious Saviour ! thankſgiving, 


and praiſe, and honour, and glory, be aſcri- 
bed to thee, O Lamb of God, who waſt lain for 
our ſake, and didſt take upon thee the ſentence 
under which the whole race of mankind lay, and 
which was to be executed on us all; who didit 
ſuffer thyſelf to be cut off out of the land of the 
living, that we might be delivered from the ſen- 
tence of everlaſting death, and be declared heirs of 
eternal life, Let thy Holy Spirit illuminate our 
ſouls with the light of this incomprehenſible love; 
and, whenever we are tempted to commit fin, 


caſt an cye of pity on us, that we may derive new 
| 4 {trength 


L 41 
frength to renounce and overcome the world, and 


; and Ml willingly even to pour out our own lives unto death. 
Jake I for thy ſake. Amen. 


help WM 7h: illegal and rude treatment of CHRIST” 
— after ſentence was paſſed upon him. 
on, 


e be- fl © HEN ſome began to ſpit on him, and- 

rings ll © 6 þ they did ſpit in his face. And the ſer- 

© vants, and the men who held Jeſus, mocked 

him, ſmote him, and buffeted him. And they 

fter ' blindfolded him, and ſtruck him on the face; 

© and aſked him, ſaying, Propheſy unto us, thou 

: « Chriſt, who is it that ſmote thee? And — 

thes, other things blaſphemouſly ſpake they againſt 

Vat him.“ Matt. xxvi. 67, 68. Mark xiv. 65. 
zold, Luke xxii. 63, 04, 6s, 


ered AS PIRATILION. 


() Eternal Wiſdom, bleſſed be thy glorious- 
name for giving up thyſelf to the hands of 
191c:5, that we might be freed from the cords of 

Nan, in which he would eternally have led us, 

ving, id iich are now happily broken alunder. Thanks 
cri - ¶ be o thee, O Lord Jeſus, for all the mockeries, 
n for Winlults, and indignities, which thou didſt endure. 
ence Spread over our Foe of pride and impatience the 
and Nfacred merit of thy meekneſs, and patience under 
didit WWtheſe thy ſufferings. Forgive us all the fins of our- 
the lives, which we have committed by petulancy, in- 
ſen» Nialtiag laughter, abuſe, ridicule, contempt, and 
reproach; or by a carnal impatience and revenge 
of attronts. Plant in our. hearts a deſire of fol- 
owing thy example of mildneſs and long-ſuffering, 
1.t we may rather chooſe to be reproached by the- 
new orld for thy ſake, than to enjoy the pleaſures of- 
ngth E 3 ſin. 


(42] | 
fin for a ſeaſon, Refine our nature with thy gen- 
tleneſs and long-ſuffering, for the ſake of thy eter- 
nal love. Amen. 


The ſecond examination and condemnation of 
CHR1ST before the Jewiſh Sanhedrim. 


C AN D ſtraightway in the morning, as ſoon 
4 as it was day, the chief Prieſts, the Elders 
of the people, and the Scribes, came together, 
and led him into their Council, And they faid, 
Art thou the Chriſt? Tell us. And he faid 
unto them, If I tell you, ye will not believe; 
and if I aſk you, ye will not anſwer me, nor let 
* me go. Hereafter ſhall the Son of Man fit on 
the right hand of the Power of God. Then 
ſaid they all, Art thou then the Son of God? And 
© he ſaid unto them, Ye ſay that I am. And they 
© ſaid, What need we any further witneſs? for we 
© ourſelves have heard of his own mouth.“ Matt, 
xxvii. 1, Mark xv. 1. Luke xxii. 66————71, 


ASPIRATION. 


Faithful and ever-living Saviour | We praiſe 
| thee for all the ſufferings and indignities thou 
didſt undergo, for our ſake, before the Spiritual 
Court of the Jews. We bleſs thee, O Lord, who 
didit (utter thyſelf to be brought before the judg- 
ment-ſeat of men, that we might appear wich 
boldneſs before the awful tribunal of God. We 
praiſe thee for permitting ſentence of death to be 
paſſed on thee, that the ſentence of everlaſting 
death might to us be changed to a ſentence of 
life, We bleſs thee for twice making thy conſtant 
and invariable confeſſion of the truth, when thou 
didſt declare thyſelf to be the Chriſt the 8 of 


, 
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CF" 
God, who came into the world to make us, mi- 
ſerable ſinners, happy, and by thy Mediation to 
reconcile heaven and earth. O blefſed Lord and 
$aviour ! make us alſo true Chriſtians, and adopted 
Sons of God, that we may likewiſe confeſs the 
truth with boldneſs. Deliver from the ſnares of 
Satan all thoſe who are yet entangled in them; 
diſcover their nakedneſs to thoſe who till reſt in 
mere external performances, or deſpiſe thy Goſpel, 
that they may be forced, like death-devoted ſin- 
ners, to fly to thy merits, and by a lively faith, 
ly hold on thy righteouſnefs. Draw every peni- 
tent ſoul to thyſelf ; irradiate it with the comforts 
which flow from thy condemnation and ſufferings. 
Preſerve, O Lord, by thy Grace, all thoſe who 
have hitherto ſerved thee in — and truth, 
and grant that they may remain faithful unto 


death. Amen and Amen, 
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Before the Civil Tribunal of 
PiLATE and HsroD. 


THE PREPARATORY PRAYER. 


My Saviour! who art inexpreflibly great and 
glorious, and haſt been appointed by God to 
be the Judge of quick and dead; who, in the days 
of thy humility and ſuffering, didſt permit thy ſa- 
cred perſon to be led from one unrighteous judge 
to another, and every where by thy diſcourſe, 
thy ſilence, and the ſanctity of thy behaviour, didit 
ſhew thyſelf the immaculate Lamb of God; Bleſs 
the conſideration of the ſufferings, which thou didſt 
patiently endure before the Civil Tribunal, that 
our ſouls may thereby be abundantly edified, and 
by thy grace, may be ſo awakened, that we may 
be partakers of the fruits of thy ſufferings, and en- 
joy the benefit of them both in life and death. 
Amen and Amen, 
4 CHRIST 


55 ; 
Can isr delivered up 10 Pilate the Civil . 
Judge. | 


ND the whole multitude of them aroſe, 
G and bound Jeſus, and led him from Caia- 
« phas unto the hall of judgment, and delivered 
© him to Pontius Pilate the Governor : And it was 
© early in the morning.” Matt. xxvii. 1, 2. Mark 
xv, 1. Luke xxiii. 1. John xviil. 28. 


ASPIRATION. 


| * 
0 Moſt holy and moſt merciful God! all praiſe 

be aſctibed to thee, for giving up the Son of 

thy love to be judged before fo many tribunals, that 

he might experience every afflictive and painful cir- 
cumſtance, and be an example for our imitation in 

al! kinds of ſufferings. Make us, we beſeech thee, 
partakers of all the benefits purchaſed by the ſuf- 

N. ferings of thy dear Son, Excite us all to a fincere 
anc! effeftual repentance, that none of us may put 


und BW of! his converſion ; and that thoſe, who are yet in 

to tie morning of their lives, may not waſte their 

78 youth and ſtrength in the ſervice of Satan, but 

ſa- rouſe themſelves from their lethargy, and come to 

ge him who can waſh and purify them from their fins, 10 
le, Cant, O Lord, that thoſe who have already de- 
dit voted themſelves to the ſervice of thy Son may, 

eſs irom theſe circumſtances of his ſufferings, find 
aft their ſouls refreſhed with new light and conſolation, 

at tor the fake of thine everlaſting love, and infinite” 
nd mercy, Amen. 

ay 

1. The - 


46 } 


* 


The tragical exit of the traitor Judas. 


h HEN Judas, who had betrayed him, 
8 when he ſaw that he was condemned, re- 
« pented himſelf, and brought again the thirty pie- 
ces of ſilver to the Chief Prieſts and Elders, fay- 
ing, I have ſinned, in that I have betrayed the 
* innocent blood, And they faid, What is that 
to us? See thou to that. And he caſt down the 
pieces of ſilver in the Temple, and departed, 
* and went out and hanged himſelf. And the 
© Chief Prieſts took the ſilver pieces, and ſaid, It 
is not lawful for to put them in the treaſury, be- 
* Cauſe it is the price of blood. And they took 
* counſel, and bought with them the Potters field, 
to bury ſtrangers in: Wherefore, that field was 
called the Field of Blood unto this day. Then 
* was fulfilled that which was ſpoken by Jeremiah 
the Prophet, ſaying, They took the thirty pieces 
of ſilver, the price of him that was valued, 
* whom they of the children of Iſrael did value, 
and gave them for the Potters field, as the Lord 
© appointed me.“ Matt. xxvii. 3——: 0. 


ASPIR.AT I1.O-N; 


, Iif'4 | \ E thank thee, O juſt and gracious God, 
91 that thou haſt, in thy holy Word, ſo wiſely 
1. ſecured us againſt taking offence at the Cross. 

Grant, O Lord, that the example of the betrayet 

of Jeſus Chriſt may make a laſting impreſſion on 

our fouls; and in this frightful mirrour, teach us 
to behold the turpitude of fin, and how it plunges 
men by degrees into ruin and perdition. Enable 
us to conſider, what inſupportable trouble, what 


horrid ideas an awakened conſcience can raiſe — 
0 


A 
the ſoul; and what dreadful conſequences attend 
in, how inviting ſoever it may at firſt appear to 


um, WM unwary ſinner. Keep us, we beſeech thee, 
re. from approaching too near to that venomous ſer- 
pie Wl pent, leſt we ſhould experience the ſmart of its 
ſay. {deadly fting. May thy grace impart to us a ſalu- 
the Ml t2r7 repentance, and holy ſorrow ; and may the 
that WM (u1c:ings of thy dear Son create in us ſuch a godly 
the Morrow, as may far exceed the remorſe of Judas ; A 
ted, Nb which worketh repentance unto ſalvation, 


che Naever to be repented of. And when we come to 
I, h No the heinouſneſs of our fins, and hear the 
be. MWavakening clamours of conſcience, grant that we 
took may fly to the merits of our Mediator for refuge; 
ell, Nb bat we may avoid the fatal rocks of deſpair, and 
was MW bappily arrive at the haven of ſalvation, for the 
"hen Wake of thine infinite love. Amen. 


miah 

ieces I Te firſt examination of our bleſſed Saviour be- 
lued, fore the civil tribunal of Pontius Pilate 
alue, e Roman Governor. 


Lord 
8 A ND jeſus ſtood before the Governor. And 
they began to accuſe him, ſaying, We found 
© this fellow perverting the nation, and forbiddin 


to give tribute to Cæſar, ſaying, that he himſelf 


God, Wl i Chriſt a King. Then Pilate entered into the 
iſely Judgment-hall again, and called Jeſus, and aſked 
oss. bim, ſaying, Art thou the King of the Jews ? 
rayer Jeſus anſwered him, Sayeſt thou this thing of 
non WI fv (tf, or did others tell it thee of me? Pilate 
h us H antwered, Am Ja Jew? thine own nation, and 
inge Ml the chief Prieſts have delivered thee unto me: 
able Ml What haſt thou done? Jeſus anſwered, My 
what kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom 


ſe in were of this world, then would my ſervants” 


« fight, 


C 
— 
* * - — way = 
- 4 wa; — — 4 
r 1 > —_— -- — 
* — — 8 
- 2 Fe 


— 


PR - 1 ; 
> P 
v — ys 22 - + ff 


. * 
7 j _ 
— — Lo — bo abt 8 


— 2 % * An 2 
- — — — 5 _ — 2 3 
> 2 — - 
— w mY —— —w_— 
nat — — — — —— — — e 
y _ * — 


. „ 
- 
P n 


entertain of thy ſpiritual kingdom, be pleaſed there- 


[ 48 ] 
8 fight, that I ſhould not be delivered to the Jews 
But now is my kingdom not from hence, Pilate 
« therefore ſaid unto him, Art thou a King then! 
« Jeſus anſwered, Thou ſayeſt that I am a King 
s To this end was I born, and for this cauſe came 
I into the world, that I ſhould bear witneſs unt 
« the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth 
6 my voice. Matt. xxvil. 11, Mark xv. 2. Luke 


KXiil, 2, 3. John xviii. 33, 34, 35» 36, 37. 


ASPIRATION. 


O Faithful Saviour, whoſe merits are infinite, 
thanks be to thee for the good confeſſion of 
thy kingdom, which thou madeſt before Pilate! 
Praiſed be thy name for the inſtructions thou haf 

iven us, that we may rightly underfland the nz 
ture of that kingdom] Thou ſeeſt, O Lord, what 
groſs conceptions and carnal ideas we are apt to 


fore to inſpire us with a ſalutary knowledge of fly 
kingly office, and to impart to us that heaven 
temper and diſpoſition which is the diſtinguiſhing 
badge of thy true ſubjects. Make us, we beſeech 
thee, truly attentive to thy voice, and real lover 
of thy truth; ſo that by walking in the truth, and 
abhorring all falſe ways, and all the deluſions d 
Satan, we may be more and more convinced that 
we are thy ſubjects, and that conſequently we 
may be joint-heirs of thy glorious kingdom. And 
as we here ſuffer with thee, and combat for thy 
truth by the confeſſion of thy religion, grant tha 
we may alſo eternally reign with thee, and ſit on 
thrones, as thou haſt overcome, and art exalted to 
the throne of thy Father, Amen, 


Thi 


(491 


7: conſequence. of our bleſſed Saviour*s grod 
confeſſion before Pilate, 


ILATE faith unto him, What is truth? 
And when he had ſaid this, he went out 
unto the Jews, and ſaith unto the chief Prieſts 
and the people, I find no fault in this man. 
and the chief Prieſts were the more fierce. 
And when he was accuſed of the chief Priefts 
and Elders, he anſwered nothing. Tben faith 
' Pilate unto him, Anſwereſt thou nothing? behold, 
© heareſt thou not how many things they witneſs 
© zzainlt thee ? Jeſus anſwered him never a word; 
* inſomuch that the Governor marvelled greatly.” 
Matth. Xxvü. 12, 13, 14. Mark xv. 3, 4, 5 
Luke xxiii. 4. John xviii. 38. 


:! ,, 


ASPIRATION: 


* * V . praiſe thee, O faithful and ever-living 
Saviour, for all the ſeveral ſpecies of ſuf- 
"(bing ferings which thou didſt patiently endure, in order 
eech > Procure for us the forgiveneſs of our manifold 
ſms and impieties before the Divine Tribunal. 

May every inſult, every. indignity and unjuſt treat- 
, ment, to which thou haſt ſubmitted in our ſtead, 
be for our eternal advantage! When we acknow- 
ledge our. guilt, and canfeſs aur fins, clothe us 
ant ef che ſpotleſs robe of thy innocence. When 
2 the conſciouſneſs of our numberleſs miſdeeds alarm 
— anc terrify us, ſo as to render us incapable of plead- 
WW mL ourſelves, do thou ſpeak for us, as our Patron 
* and .ntcrcelior. Make us ſenſible that thou art 
e only refuge of terrified conſeiences; ſo that 
aying to thee we may find life, fafety, and reſt, 

u = acquitted from all aceuſations brought a- 
F gainſt 


[50] 
gainſt us at the tribunal of thy heavenly Father, 
Grant this for the ſake of thy name. Amen, 


The ſufferings of CarsT before Herod, 


c ND the chief Prieſts were the more 
0 fierce, ſaying, He ſtirreth up the people, 
teaching throughout all Jewry, beginning from 
© Galilee to this place. When Pilate heard of Ga- 
« lilee. he aſked, Whether the man were a Gali- 
© lean? And as ſoon as he knew that he belonged 
to Herod's juriſdiction, he ſent him to Herod, 
< who himſelf was alſo at Jeruſalem at that time. 
And when Herod faw Jeſus, he was exceeding 
© olad: For he was deſirous to ſee him of a long 
0 Eaſon, becauſe he had heard many things of 
© him; and he hoped to have ſeen. ſome miracle 
© done by him. Then he queſtioned with him in 
many words; but Jeſus anſwered him nothing. 
And the chief Prieſts and Scribes ſtood and ve- 
* hemently accuſed him. And Herod and his men 
© of war ſet him at nought, and mocked him; 
© and arrayed him in a gorgeous robe, and ſent 
© him again to Pilate. And the ſame day Pilate 
© and Herod were made friends together; for be- 
fore they were at enmity between themſelves, 


Luke xxiii. 5—12. 
AS PIXATIO &. 


B Leſſed be thy name, O heavenly Father, for 
giving up thy beloved Son to ſo many kinds of 
ſufferings, to mockery, inſults, reviling, and con- 
" tempt for our ſake. Glory be to thee, O bleſſed 
Jeſus, for thy willingnzis in ſubmitting thyſel!, 
who art the Eternal Wiſdom, to be the mockery 


of fools ; and for perm.t:ing the |, irit of nien 
an 


. 


j 51.3 

and ſlander to foam and rage againſt thy ſacred per- 
ſon, that its power might be broken, and that we 
might not be kept eternally in its bonds. Grant, 
O Lord, that every one of us may, in the mir- 
ror of thine enemies, ſee the image of his own de- 
pravity, and own with ſhame and ſorrow, that he 
has at leaſt in his heart the latent ſeeds of all thoſe 
corruptions which broke out in them; ſo that we 
may humble ourſelves before thee, and the more 
earneſtly ſeek the forgiveneſs of our fins in the 
merit of the reproaches and ſufferings of the bonds, 
inſults, and indignities which - thou didſt endure. 
For the ſake of thy numberleſs and undeſerved ſuf- 
fcrings. Amen. | 


The unjuſt method Pilate took for promoting our 
bleſſed Lo x D's releaſe. | 


N D Pilate, when he had called together 
A the chief Prieſts and Rulers, and the people, 
aid unto them, Ye have brought this man unto 
me as one that perverteth the people : And be- 


found no fault in this man, touching thoſe things 
whereof ye accuſe him; no, nor yet Herod; 
For I ſent you to him, and lo! nothing worthy 


4 
£ 
1 
© hold, I having examined him before you, have 
£ 
£ 
£ 


f death is done unto him. I will therefore. 


 chaſtiſe him, and releaſe him. Now at the feaſt 
It the Paſſover, the Governor was wont to re- 
* /eaſe unto the people a priſoner, whom they 
* would, Therefore, of neceſſity he muſt releaſe 
* one unto them at the feaſt. And there was one 
: named Barabbas, a notorious priſoner, who lay 
£ 
[4 


bound with them that had made inſurrection with 
mm, who had committed murder in the inſurrec- 
tion, And when they were gathered together, 
* Pilate ſaith unto them, Ye have a cuſtom, thar 
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(.52 ] 
I ſhould releaſe one unto you at the 'Paffover. 
Then the multitude, crying aloud, began to de- 
* fire him to do as he had ever done unto them. 
But Pilate anſwered them, ſaying, Whom will 
ye that I releaſe unto you? Barabbas, or Jeſus 
* whois called Chriſt? Will ye that I releaſe unto 
you the King of the Jews ? For he knew that the 
chief Prieſt had delivered him for envy. And 
when he was ſet down on the judgment- ſeut, his 
wife ſent unto him, ſaying, Have thou nothing 
to do with that juſt man; for I have ſuffered 
many things this day in a dream, becauſe of him, 
But the chief Prieſts and Elders, perſuaded and 
moved the multitude, that they ſhould aſk Barab- 
bas and deſtroy Jeſus. They then cried out all 
at once, ſaying, Away with this man, and re- 
leaſe unto us Barabbas ! Now Barabbas was a 
robber.“ Matth. xvii. 15,16, Mark xv. 6, 7. 
Lake xxiii. 17. Matth. xxvii. 17—21. Mark 
xv. 8—11. Luke xviii, 18, 19. John xviil. 
39» 40. 


ASPIRATION. 


AN D now, O faithful and -ever-living Saviour, 

praiſed be thy name for condeſcending to per- 
mit that, through the tyranny of evil cuſtoms, 
thy ſacred perſon ſhould be rejected by the Whole 
jewiſh nation, and an infamous murderer be pre- 
terred before thee. May we.with grateful hearts 
acknowledge the benefits derived to us from it; and 
may we be conſtrained by this inſtance of thy love, 
willingly to renounce ali the evil cuſtoms of the 
world, and all thole tins which brought thee down 
into ſuch an abyl> of humiliation and ſufferings. 
Grant that our hearts may be molhſied and chang- 
ed by ſuch conliderations ; that they may be — 
| Wi 
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with hatred againſt ſin, and excited to a cordial 
love of thee.. © Preſerve us from -impiouſly reject- 
ing thee,” and from preferring the ſervice of Satan 
to the fellowſhip of thy ſufferings, Give us we be- 
ſeech thee, henceforth by thy Spirit, the will and 
ability conſtantly to reject the evil and chooſe the 
good, to bear thy reproach, to take upon us thy 
croſs, and willingly to ſubmit to be rejected with 
thee by the world, that we may be acknowledged 
by thee before the Father and his holy Angels. 
Grant this for the ſake of thy meritorious ſuffer- 


ings, Amen. 


Pi'ate's fruitleſs endeavours to releaſe the 
Lord Jesvs. 


* DILATE therefore, willing to releaſe Jeſus, 
. ſaith again unto them, What will ye then 
* that I ſhall do with Jeſus, who is called Chriſt, 
and whom ye call the King of the Jews. And 
* they all oried out, Crucify him! Crucify bim! 
* And he f4id unto them the third time, Why, 
* what evil hath he done? I have found no cauſe 
* of death in him: I will therefore chaſtiſe him, 
and let him go. But they cried out the more ex- 
ccedingly, him be crucibed ! And they were 
tant with loud voices, Tequiriaz that he might 
be crucifhed.: And the voices of them and of the 
chief Prieſts prevailed. And ſo Pilate, willing 
* to content the people, gave ſentence that it ſhould 
be as they required. And he releaſed unto them 
um that for ſedition and murder had been .caft 
do priſon, whom they had deſired; but he de- 
* livered Jeſus unto theit will.“ Matth. xxvii 
22,23, Matk xv. 12—15. Luke xxiii- 2025. 
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O0 Faithful and ever - living Saviour! bleſſed be 
E thy holy name for thy goodneſs in ſtanding a; 
a victim in our ſtead, and ſubmitting to be con. 
demned to die, that we might be happily acquitted, 
We adore this thy ſtupenduous love, and humbly 
deſeech thee to make us partakers of all the ſalu- 


tary fruits of it. Make a deep and laſting impreſ. 


ſion in our minds of this aſtoniſhing exchange, and 
thereby powerfully unite us the more cordially to 
love thee, the great purchaſer of our freedom, and 
to order our whole lives according to thy good 
pleaſure. Thus for the great travail of thy ſoul, 
which thou didſt undergo for our ſake, ſhalt thou 
have pleaſure in us as thy redeemed, and receive us 
into the Manſions of blifs and glory. Amen. 


'The indignities which the Lox D Jesvs ſuffered 
in Pilate's Judgment- hall. 


webs HEN Pilate therefore took Jeſus and 
4 ſcourged him. And the ſoldiers of the 
Governor led Jeſus away into the common- ball, 
© and they called together the whole band. And 
they ſtripped him, and clothed him in a'purple 
© robe. And when they had platted a crown f 
© thorns, they put it about his head. and a reed in 
his right hand; and they mocked him, and be- 
© gan to falute him, faying, Hail King of the 
< Jews! And they did fpit upon him, and took 
the reed and ſmote him on the head, and bow- 
ing the knee, worſhipped him: And they ſmote 
© him with their hands.“ Matth. xxVii. 230. 
Mark xv. 16—19. John xix, 1, 2, 3. 


M E D 
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ME DITATTO V. 
H Itherto our bleſſed Saviour, ſince he had been in 

the Governor's houſe, was free from any rude 
inſults. Pilate had laboured to deliver him out of 
the bands of his blaod-thirſty enemies. He had 
ſucceſſively given them ſeveral teſtimonies of his 
innocence by repeated declarations ; and though he 
had propoſed to chaſtiſe Jeſus and then let him go, 
no violence had yet been offered to him. But a 
more cruel, bloody, and moving ſcene now pre- 
ſents itſelf, where the 8on of God, as he himſelf 
had foretold, is delivered up into the hands of ſia- 
ners, and left to the diſcretion of the ſavage and 
mercileſs ſoldiers. Let us therefore, O my foul, 
with an attentive and ſorrowful mind, confider 
theſe baſe indignities offered to the Lord of Glory, 


Then Pilate therefore took Jeſus.* Alas ! Pilate 
would never have taken away our Redeemer, had 


it not been for our ſins, and that inexprefible love 


which his-heavenly Father bore to the human race, 
who fent him down from his ewn boſom; for 
God fo loved the world, that he gave his only 
© begotten-Son, and delivered him up for us all” 
One. is here taken as a ranſom ; and ſuffers death; 
that the reſt may be pardoned. 


ASPIRATION. 


Hanks be toithee, O heavenly Father, who, 

ſor my falvation, haſt ſent thy beloved Son, 
ang given him up to be reviled, inſulted, and put 
to death | Thanks be to thee,, O Son of the Fa- 
ther, who didſt permit thyſcif to be led away, 
which, by the jeaſt exertion of thy Almighty 
Power, thou couldeſt have eaſily prevented. 
thou 


* 444 
thou moſt precious gift of Heaven ! preſerve me, 
that I may never treat thee with ſuch levity and 
contempt as Pilate did : but rather that in humble 
faith and pure Jove, I may ſtretch out my hand 
and lay hold on thee as my falvation. Amen. 


MEDITATION. 


x ND fcourged,” or ordered the ſoldiers to 
| ſcourge him. Thus, O my Saviour, thine 
own prophecy, namely, They ſhould: ſcourge the 
Son of Man,” was fulfilled and written in letters 
of blood on thy ſacred back. Thus was accom- 
pliſhed what thou didſt foretel by the mouth of 
the Prophet, namely, © I gave my back to the 
* ſmiters.* WP | . 
ASPIRATION. 
UT, O bleſſed Redeemer, why muſt Thou 
thus preſent thy ſacred. back? It was I that 
have turned my back on my Creator, and conſe- 
quently was to have received theſe ſtripes ; it was [ 
that deſerved to have felt the ſcourge of the Divine 
wrath to all eternity. But thou, O merciful Son 
af the Father, didſt ſtand in the ſtead of thy guilty 
ſervant, and receivedſt the ſtrokes which were due 
to my fins. Praiſed be thy name for every ſtripe 
thou didſt receive; every drop of thy ſacred blood, 
which was thus barbarouſly ſhed by the ſcourges 
of the inhuman ſoldiers! But this thy heavenly 
Father has appointed to be the healing balſam for 
the wounds of my conſcience. Whenever I am 
tempted to fin, let me think on theſe ſufferings, 
and let mine eyes run down with penetential tears, 
And though thou doſt not require that I ſhould 
ſaourge and lacerate my body, as a puniſhment for 
wp 


[s7 
my ns; yet enable me, chat, according to th 
precepts, I may daily cruciſy the fleſh with its a- 
ſections and luſts, break its ſtubborn will, and 
mortify its deeds. But if, in following thee 1 
ſhould be honaured with ſtripes for thy name fake, 
enable me to receive the ſtrokes with the fame joy 
„ thine Apoſtles did. May our ſouls be healed by 
thy meritorious {{ripes | n 


MEDITATION. 


UT it ſeems, the rage and cruelty of the ſol - 

diers was not ſatisfied by the bloody.furrows, 
which" they had plowed on our Saviour's back. 
They do not ſpare his ſacred head, but make a 
wreath of thorns, and preſs it on his head, ſo that 
the prickles were forced into his temples nou ho 
veins with which thoſe parts abound, and the bio 
ran down his face in purple ſtreams. r 


ASPIRATION. 


HERE. Ry God, ute freſh fountaing of 
blood, opened to waſh away the ſtains and 
pollutions, which I have contracted. It was the 
order of my Creator, that, after the Fall, the 
ground ſhould bring forth thorns and thiſtles, as a 
toben of the curſe, Here therefore, I now ſee him 
who is crowned with thorns and as it were, clothed 
in my curſe, to procure me the bleſſing. Here I 
ice the ram that was to be offered in my ſtead, ns 
it were, caught in a thicket. Alas ! the wild un- 
cultivated foil of my heart naturally bears nothing 
but thorns and thiſtles. O my Saviour | bow many 
(ces of thy Divine Truths have been choaked with 
tue thorns of worldly ſollicitudes, which I have 
ſuffered 


WA: Hh. 58 
ſuffered to take root in my ſoul, ſo that they could 
not grow up to bear fruit in due ſeaſon. As thy He 
head was here ſtruck with thorns, ſo would my 
ſoul have been inceflantly tortured with the poads 
of an evil conſcience, and torn, as it were with 
thorns and briars. How amazing is thy love, OW 
my Saviour! When a regal crown was offered” 
thee by the Jewiſh people, thou didſt fly from jt; 
but thou didſt willingly bow thy ſacred head under 
a crown of thorns, hereby confirming the teſti- 
mony that thou hadſt given, that thy Lindon J þ 
not of this world. 


MEDITATION. 


Nother painful indignity which our bleſſed 
Saviour endured was likewiſe from the ſol- 
irs, whoſe frequent blows bruiſed his ſacred face 
and head, and drove the thorns deeper into bi 
temples; ſo that it would have been no wonder, 
if under ſuch inexpreſſible pains, embittered by in- ( 
ſult, he had fainted away, This muſt naturally 
have been the caſe, had not the divinity within him 
ſupported him, and reſerved him for ſtill greatet 
tortures. "at 65 oh | 


ASPIRATION. | 


My Saviour, theſe inſulting blows were 08" 
have fallen on me, It was I that ſhould have iſ" 
been eternally under the buffetings of Satan; bit 
thou, my bleſſed Repreſentative, didſt take them 
on thee, and ſufferedſt thyſelf to be beaten, like 1 
deſpicable ſlave. Alas! how can a poor worm be 
inflamed with anger at the leaſt blow, and account 
it an affront which muſt be avenged by the blood 
of the offender ? whereas thou, who art the Rug 


— 


[ 59] 

of kings, and the Lord of glory, haſt with the 
greateſt patience and ſerenity-ſuffered theſe repeat- 
ed indignities. Thanks be to thee, O bleſſed 
Jelus, who by all theſe painful kinds of ſuffering 
didit ſanctify my pains ! If thou ſhouldeſt be pleaſ- 


ed to afflict my body with painful ſufferings, O im- 


part to me that patience and reſignation which 
thou didſt ſhew on this occaſion! Alas! I am a- 
ſhamed of my impatience and want of courage. 
O thou crucified Saviour, and am I ſo fond of my- 
ſelf, that I can ſcarce bear an inſulting Jook or 
opprobrious name? O ſtrengthen me with thy 
Spirit, and arm me with thy courage, conſtancy, 
and patience, that I may be able, if called upon, 
0 glucify thee by painful ſufferings, 


MEDITATION. 


Onfider further, O my ſoul, the other ludi- 

crous indignities which were offered to the 
Immaculate Lamb of God. As his Prophetic 
lice had been ridiculed in the houſe of Caiaphas, 
by blind-folding him, ftriking him with the palms 
their hands, and then ſaying to him, Propheſy 
unto us, who is it that ſtruck thee ? ſo here even in 
the houſe of the civil judge, by a whole band of 
uſe and mercileſs ſoldiers, his Regal office is 
mucxed and ridiculed ; and thus the good con- 
thon which he made of his kingdom before Pi- 
lte, and of which theſe ſcoffers had got ſome 


nt, was made matter of laughter, and inſult- 
In? mirth. 
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ASPIRAT ION. 


HAN K S be to thee my Saviour, for 
| ſuffering thy facred head to be diſgraced 
with a mock-crown of thorns, that my head 
might be adorned with the wreath of victory 
over fin, death and the grave, and my tem- 
ples furrounded with a crown of plory that 
fadeth not away ! Thanks be to thee for permit- 
ting thyſelf to be diſguiſed in the mock pageantry 
of a purple robe, that I might be arrayed in the 
white robe of thy innocence, and be clothed with 
immortality. Thanks. be to thee, who didſt per- 
mit a reed to be put into thy hand, inſtead of a 
ſceptre of righteouſneſs which is the ſceptre of thy 
kingdom, to denote that thou wilt not break the 
the bruiſed reed that is committed to thy care, 
and wilt ſuffer no man to pluck it out of thy hand, 
Thanks. be to thee for ſuffering thyſelf to be mock: 
ed by an ironical ſalutation, and bowing of the 
knee! What they did in rai ing I will do out of a 
religious awe to the Divine Majeſty. I throw my- 
ſelf proſtrate at thy feet. I adore thy glorious 
Majeſty, to which every knee ſhall bow, I wil 
lingly do homage to thee, thou King of kings! | 
kiſs thy righteous ſceptre. Hail King of Saints, 
and Lord of Glory! 


MEDITATION. 


A DD to all this, that they ftripped the Lord 

of glory of his garments, and expoſed lus 
holy, pure, and undefiled body, the tabernacle of 
the Deity, naked before ſuch an inſolent and pro- 
fligate rabble. And as though that was not ſuth- 


cient, ſpit, in his ſacred face. This was ſuch 4 
* bale 


3 


181 8 


muſt Me amiable benign countenance of the Lord 


eſus have been disfigured with ſtreaming blood, 
docs beate, and the nauſeous ſpittle of this in- 
ſolent rabble. 2 
ASPIRATION. 
1 Ternal 'thanks be aſcribed to thee, O my 
TL. Saviour, who didft thus Expiate the'diſgrate 
of my nakednefs, and again obtain/for me the robe 
of innocerice which I Had loft by the Full. O my 
Redeemer, did it coſt thee ſo many indignities to 
obtain for me the favour of lifting up 'my face be- 
fore God, with confidence and joy? O thou ex- 
preſs i rporeal repreſen - 


* 


of the father, thou co 
tative of the inviſible God, haſt chou, for my ſake, 
ſuffered that glorious face to be ſpit on, whoſe ef- 
\ulgence ſhone Jike the meridian {un on the mount 
of transfiguration ? How ſhall I ſufficiently adore 
thy ſtupendous love, and amazing condeſcenfion |! 
May that face, which was then covered with ſname- 
ſul ſpitting, preſent itſelf to me in the hour of 
death ; and do thou-comfort and animate my foul 
at that dark ctiſts with the light of thy countenance. 
Let it be to me a pledge that, however my face 
man be fallen and disfigured in death, on the day 
of the ReſurreQion it ſhall ſhine like the ſun, and 
be made like to thy ious face, which now beams 
forch heavenly radiance in the manſions of bliſs, 
O how can Iz ſufficiently praiſe thee for all the 
marks of thy love, patience, and long · ſuffering, 
which, for the atonement of my ſins, and ad a 
pattern for my imitation, thou didſt ſhew under 
all theſe painful abuſes, and contemptuous indig- 
ities! For thou didft ſtand like a Lamb, that 
openeth hot his mouth. 3 threatnings or railings 
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. + Wh 
came from thy ſacred lips. Every one was allow. 
ed to vent his malicious rage againſt the every 
one was allowed to inſult and to ſtrike thee ; yet al 
the pains, all the inſults and mockeries; thou did} 
patiently endure as from the hands of thy! righte. 
ous Father. The outrageous waves of inſults and 
indignities thou didſt permit to paſs over thy tran- 
quil heart; being certain that the Father would 
deliver thee from this hour, would crown thee with 
praiſe and honour, and command every Knee*to 
bow at thy ſacred name. Grant, O Lord, that 
this part of thy ſufferings may not only occaſion a 
mere tranſitory emotion in our minds, that will 
vaniſh at the firſt appearance of temptation; but 


that it may make ſuch an indelible impreſſion on 


our hearts, that we may be made willing to folloy 
thee through reproach and inſults, Grant this for 


the ſake of thy love. Amen. 


A farther at tempt of Pilate to releaſe 
S 


0 ILATE therefore went forth again, and 
« ſaith unto the Jews, 'Behold, I bring him 
« forth unto you, that ye may know that I find no 
c fault in him. Then came Jeſus forth, weating 
< the crown of thorns, and the purple robe. And 
« Pilate faith unto them, Behold the man! When 
© the chief Prieſts therefore and officers ſaw him, 
© they cried out, ſaying, Crucify him - erucify 
© him ! Pilate ſaith unto them, Take ye him, and 
© crucify him; for I find no fault in him" The 
© Jews anſwered him, We have a law, and by our 
© Jaw he ought to die, becauſe he made himſelf 


6 the Son of God.“ ; John xix. 4—7. F 1 
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MEDITATION. 


p LA E therefore went forth again, and 
« ® (aich unto, the Jews, Behold I bring Him 
© forth unto You, that Ye may know that I find 
© no fault in Him.“ Divine Providence certainly 


over-ruled this remarkable circumftance, and or- 


/cred that Pilate, after ſuch an inhuman abuſe of 
17 bleed Saviour by the hands of his ſoldiers, 
Would again make. a public declaration of his in- 
nocence, the knowledge of which is to be looked 
on 45 the moſt important article in the hiſtory of 


our ©2viour's paſſion. For by this means, the Sa- 


crihce for the fins of the whole world is preſented 
by Pilate to the Prieſts of the Jewiſh people, in its 
ſpotleſs innocence, according to the law; ſo that, 
before it is flain, they may themſelves take a view 
of it, and ſee that it is without blemiſh. But the 
heavenly Father never would have permitted» his 


vcloy- Son to have been thus barbarouſly treated 
by the Roman ſoldiers, if no treſpaſſes had been 


imputed to him. Though the eyes of the Roman 


judge were utterly incapable of ſeeing into this 


nyiteryz yet the Holy Spirit aſſures us, That 


Gos has made-him to be ſin for us, who knew 


Ing lin,” Beſides, this was to preſent the bleſſed 
Jes to the Jews in a very deplorable condition, in 
cricr to move ther pity and compaſſion, After 
de had endeavoured to gain over the people, by 
ade ung himſelf. to their ears by a public teſti- 


mony of our- Saviour's innocence, he now places 
the bleſled Jeſus before their eyes in the moſt de- 


p.or2b!e condition, in hopes that ſuch a movin 


ſpectacle might yet kindle in their cold, bloods , - 


thirity hearts, ſome ſmall ſpark of compaſſion, 
' Then came Jeſus forth, wearing the crown of 
2 * thorns 
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© thorns and the purple robe.” Thus it rs, 
that the wreath of thorns which had been ' preſſed 
on his head by the inſolent ſoldiers, and thie old 
purple robe which had been hung about him by 
way, of, ridicule, were not taken; off* But the 
Lord Jeſus was publickly brought forth to the peo- 
ple with theſe marks of contempt; and preſented 
to them as a king, who had been ſufficiently mor- 
tified and chaſtiſed, for his affectation of ſove- 
reignty. And now, * Behold: the man!“ As if 
he. had ſaid, fee. what a deplorable condition: this 
unhappy man is in]! Allowing that he: has been 
guilty of ſome petty, crimes, or has: offended you; 
yet now has he been ſufficzently. puniſhed for it. 1 
think you may very well put. up. with, ſuch a 
blaady- ſatisfaCtion, and, at: leaſty ſpare: his miles 
Table life. 


ASPIRATION: 


My God! The Lord Jeſus ſtood here full of 
pains and wounds, and his afflicted ſou! cried 
out much louder to his heavenly Father, than Pilate 
did to the people, Behold the man] the man who 
« ſuffers himſelf to be thus inhumanly treated for 
men; and has taken upon him the puniſhment 
© which they deſerved, that they may obtain thy 
©* pardon, Pacher, forgive them the debts which 
they have contracted, and in acquittance of them, 
accept of the blood which ſtreams from my lacę- 
© rated body! Here I ſtand, O my Father] proceed 
© to difcharge at me the keen arrows of thy diſplea- 
© ſure: I am ready to preſent myſelf as the mars to 
© be ſhot at. Is it thy pleaſure that I ſhould fil 
« ſuffer more? Righteous Father, I moſt willing 
* and from my heart ſubmit, to bear all thy chaſte 

| | | ment. 


* 
% 


L 66 1 | 

ments. Only ſpeak the word, and whatever thou 
« commandeſt, chathvill do.“ Oh, what an abo- 
mination muſt fin be in the eyes of God, fince it 
rendered the 8on of. God, : manifeſted in the fleſh, ', 
a laughing yes and an abhorrence to the people |. 


MEDITATION. 


UT What is this I hear? When the 
chief | Prieſts and Officers ſaw him, they _ 


© cried out, ſaying, Crucify him! Crucify him“ 


The people ſeemed, at firſt, to have felt ſome 
compaſſion at the deplorable appearance of the 
bleſſed Jeſus ;*infomuch that they ſtood in a ſilent 
aſtoniſument at the diſmal ſpectacle. But the chief 
Prieits and their Officers, who, for their own in- 
tereſt, were obliged to join in the cry, and to 
gnaſh upon this innocent perſon with their teeth, 

were too malignant and cruel to be ſuſceptible of | 
any pity or compaſſion. They were not ſenfible 
that merey is better than ſacrifices Here were ve- 
rid thefe words of the Pſalmiſt. Many bulls 
© have compaſſed me; ſtrong bulls of Baſhan have 
* beſet me round. They gaped upon me with | 
* their mouths, as a ravening and a roaring Lon.“ 

Here was accompliſhed what the Lord Jeſus had, 

in a parable, before declared to this perverſe gene- 
lation, ſayings When the huſbandmen ſaw the 
© Son, they faid among themſelves,” This is the 
© heirs Come, let us kill him.“ The accompliſh- 
ment of it was this: When the chief Prieſts 
* law him, they cried out, ſaying, Crucify him 1? 
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= G grant, that the conſideration 
1 of thy manifold ſufferings may have a noble 
il effect on our ſouls! Grant that we may cry out 
| againſt our old man, Crucify bim] Crucify him! 
and that we may do homage to thee as our lawful 
King. May — 2 inſult, and every pain which 
thou didſt endure for out ſake, inſpire us with freſh es 
metiyes to obedience, and. gratitude, for, thy ſtu- WW y 
pepdoys love 


MB DIT ATI ON. 


RY T. Pilate, it ſeems grew ſo impatient at this” Wl © 

: laſt. outcry of the Jews, that he broke out into 4 
theſe . paſſionate, expreſſions, Take ye him, and re 
cCcruciſy him; for I find no fault in him.” How. m 
cruel is his: mercy! What did it avail Pilate, that er 
he was convinced of our Saviour's innocenee ? Io. tr 
what purpoſe did he now cry out a third time, if 
* 1 find no fault in him, ſince he acted coptrary 


ni 


+ 


to ſuch a conviRtion ? 
"ASPIRATION. K 
eee AL God! powerfully convince us, le 
that it will be no benefit to us, to cry out, O ac 
Lamb of God that takeſt away the fins of the Ir 
world; unleſs we forſake our fins, in humility - 
{ 


lay hold on Chriſt's innocence, and ſuffer his 
Spirit to guide us, that we may ſerve him in ho- 
lineſs and righteouſneſs all the days of our lives? pe 
Preſerve us, O Lord, from all ſuch ſcandalous 


hypocriſy, that we may not confeſs thy * 
wi 


with our mauthy and yet-crucify.; thee: by. our ma · 
niſold fins and impieties, or without; concern. ſeg. 
thee taken away and crucified by others. 


MEDITATON: 


RES what anſwer make the Jews We 
N have 4 Law, and by that Law he ought do 
die.“ They had indeed a Law, which condemn- 
ed blaſphemers and falſe prophets to be puniſhed + 
with death. But this Law was : moſt: wrongfully 
zpplied to Chriſt, who had always highly honoured * 
his Father» That Divine Law, in. which they | 
ought to have diſcerned their wickedneſs, they uſed 
23 2 covering for their villany. Theſe: very ac- 
cuſers of the Lord Jeſus. were the greateſt tranſ- 
greſſors of the Divine Law. But when they were 
refolved at any rate to put ſeſus to death, they 
made uſe of the Law as a pretence to palliate their 
cruelty; and though they themſelves impiouſly 
trampled the Law under foot, yet they .wquld fain 
hve Chriſt executed as a tranſgreſſor of it. 


ASPIRATTIO N. 


H O W amazing and dreadful is the reflection, 
that the great Angel of the Covenant, who him- 
{elf gave the Law on — Sinai, ſhould here be 
accuſed as a Trangreſſor of the Law! We, alas! 
had tranſgreſſed the Divine Law, and by that Law- 
were to die. But, behold, he cometh in our 
lead, who could ſay, * Thy Law, O my God, 
dis within my heart ;* and permits the prieſts and 
people to cry out againſt him, * by our Law he 
* ought to die.“ The bleſſed Jeſus thus ſuffers © 
himſelf to be condemned by the Law, that we 
may 


[6] 
may be acquitted by the Goſpel. Stupendous love! 
immeaſurable kindneſs! fr; of 


Pilate's laſt d. ſcourſe with the Lo R D 
IIS us. 


* 

* 

again into the Judgment-hall, and faith unto ſe- 
* ſus, Whence art thou? But Jeſus gave him no 
© anſwer. Then ſaith Pilate unto him, Speakeſt 
* thou not unto me? Knoweſt thou not, that! 
have power to crucify thee, and have power to 
< releaſe thee? Jeſus anſwered, Thou couldeſt have 
© no power at all againit me, except it were-given 
« thee from above; Therefore, he that delivered 
me unto thee hath the greater ſin.“ John xix, 


8—11. | 
ASPIRATION: + 


W E thank thee, O heavenly Father, for giving 

up thy dear Son to a 2 power, that he 
might expiate and atone for our Fall and diſobedi- 
ence, by which we had, as far as in us lay, with- 
drawn ourſelves from our obedience to thee. 
We beſeech thee, that thou wilt, by thy Holy 
Spirit, ſoften and humble our ſtubborn hearts and 
our refractory will, and move us to a' ſincere te- 
pentance, and faith in thy Son. We alſo thank 
thee, O faithful Saviour, that thou didſt ſubmit to 
be thus humbled and debaſed, that we, might be 
exalted, Make us partakers of thy merit for the 
remiſſion of our fins, and grant that we may 
follow thy example, and tread in thy. cocker 


HEN Pilate therefore heard that ſaying, | 
he was the more afraid; and he went 


WW." wth 


ſ that b ſubmitting ourſelves with thee heve, 


we may alſo reign with thee hereafter. Amen. 


Pilate's laſt, but feeble, endeavour to re- 
leaſe the Lord JES us, 


; ND from thenceforth Pilate ſought to re- 
leaſe him: but the Jews cried out, ſay- 
ing, If thou let this man go, thou art not 
« Czſar's friend: Whoſoever maketh himſelf a 
king ſpeaketh againſt Cæſar. When Pilate 
« therefore heard that ſaying, he drought Jeſus 
* torth, and fat down in the Judgment-ſeat, in 
2 place that is called the Pavement, but in 
© Hebrew Gabbatha. And it was the Prepara- 
tion of the Paſſover, and about the ſixth hour: 
And he faith unto the Jews, Behold yu King ! 
But they cried out, Away with him ! away with 
him] crucify him! Pilate ſaith unto them, 
* Shall I crucify your King? The chief Prieſts an- 
ſwered, We have no King but Cæſar. When 
* Pilate ſaw that he could prevail nothing, but 
that rather a tumult was made, he took water, 
© and waſhed his hands before the multitude, 
' ſaying, I am innocent of the blood of this juſt 
* perion: See ye to it. Then anſwered all the 
* people, and ſaid, His blood be on us, and on 
© our children ! Then delivered he him therefore 
* unto them to be crucified, Matth. xxvii. 24, 
25. John xix. 12— 16. ; 


ASPIRATION. 


Faithful Saviour; may thy blood be on us, 

and on our children, not in its vindictive, 

but its conciliatory power, to the quieting of our 
conſciences, 


* 


0 Nn G4 
conſciences, the ſanctifying of our ſouls, and the 
purifying of our hearts. Bleſs all theſe manifold 
Conſiderations of thy various ſufferings z and ſo 
water them with the ſalutary dew of thy bleffing, 
that they may bring forth in us the fruit of good 

living, to the honour and praiſe of thy name, 
Amen. 
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On Mount GolGor RBA. 


THE PREPARATORY PRAYER. 


Faithful Saviour, who waſt crucified in weak- 

neſs, but now liveſt in power, .and-canſt. for 
ever ſave all thoſe who come to God through thee 
help us now to conſider the concluding, ſcene of 
thy ſufferings on mount Golgotha. - O thou cruci- 
hed Love! be pleaſed to favour this our weak at- 
tempt, and give us ſuch a lively ſenſe of them, 
that they may be a.real and eternal benefit and 


dlefing to- our precions and immortal ſouls, for 
hy infinite mercies ſake, Amen. HR MP ns Ot 
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EP] 
The Lon Jesus Hed to bis Crucifixion, 


c HEN the ſoldiers took the purple 
c off from Jeſus, and put his own raiment 
© on him, and led him away to crucify him. Ani 
© Jeſus went forth, bearing his Croſs. And there 
© were alſo two other malefaQtors led with him; to 
© be put to death, And as they led Jeſus away, 
they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name, 
© the father of Alexander and Rufus, who paſkd 
© by, coming out of the country: And they laid 
hold on him, and compelled him to bear his 
croſs; and on him they laid the Croſs, that he 
might bear it after Jeſus. And there followed 
him a great company of people, and of women 
who alſo bewailed and lamented him. But Jeſus 
turning unto them, ſaid, Daughters of Jerv- 
ſalem, weep not for me, but weep for your- 
© ſelves, and for your children. For, behold, the 
© days are coming, in the which they ſhall ſay, 
«© Bleſſed are the barren, and the wombs that never 
bare, arid the paps that never gave ſuck. The 
« ſhall they begin to ſay to the mountains, Fall © 
© us! and to the hills, Cover us! For if they c 
* theſe things in a green tree, what ſhall be done 
in the dry? Math, xxvii. 31, 32. Mark v. 
20, 21. uke xxili. 26—32. John xix. 16, 17. 0 


ASPIRATION, 
Faithful Saviour, praiſed be thy name, who 


didſt ſuffer thyſelf to be led away to death, 
that we might have entrance into life, We bleb 


= ax Fe WP * 


thee ſor ſanctifying, in the perſon of Simon, tht 
bearing of the Croſs after thee, and 1 
1 


- ** * 0 ** 


the reproach and curſe from our Croſs in 
> 5 . 


EIES 
it thyſelf. Make us, we beſeech thee, ready and 
willing to follow thee. our Leader, whitherſoever 
thou goeſt. Teach us to ſet a proper value on the 
{:llowſhip of thy ſufferings, and, in love to bear 
the burdens of others, that we may fulfil the law of 
Criſt. O Faithful Saviour, thanks be to thee 
{or thy laſt penitential ſermon to the weeping com- 
bany. Impreſs it deeply on our hearts by thy Hol 

pe; and grant that when we reflect on thy ſut- 


brings, we may fay, If this be done in a 

MEE cc. what ſhall be done in a dry? May all ſleeping 
— conſciences be rouſed by this conſideration, and be 
21 


flicd with the ſalutary dread of the wrath of God, 
that they may be awakened to a ſincere repentance. 
dare, we beſeech thee, thoſe barren trees which 
thou ſtill findeſt among us, and by thy vital power 
make them fruitful in works, As for thoſe 
whom thou haſt already fertilized, give them to 
abound more and more in the fruits of faith and love, 
that the name of thy Father may be glorified in 
them. Grant this for thy name ſake, Amen. 


The crucifixion of the Lox Dp IEsVus. 


ND they bring him unto a place, called in 
| the Hebrew Golgotha, which is, being in- 
' terpreted, the Place of a Skull. And they gave 
nim to drink vinegar [or four wine] mingled 
wich myrrhe and gail: And when he had taſted 
thereof, he would not drink; and he received it 
not. And they crucified him there, and two 


„coder malefactors with him; one on the right 
band, and the other on the left, and Jeſus in che 
wlll madſt. And the Scripture was fulfilled, which 


* laith, And he was numbered with the trangreſ- 
* lors. Then faid Jeſus, Father, forgive 2 
H © for 


* rn 
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© for they know not what they do.“ Matth. xxvii 
335 345 38. Mark xv. 22, 23, 27, 28. Luke 
xxiii. 33, 31. John xix. 17,18. 


MEDITATION. 


H, what an aſtoniſhing humiliation is this; 

that the Lord of Glory ſhould take on hin 

ſuch a painful and infamous death, and be obedient 
to his Father, even to the death of the croſs ; that 
thoſe hands ſhould be pierced, which ſpread out the 
heavens, and by their touch had healed ſo many 
impotent and fick; that nails ſhould be driven 
through thoſe feet, to which a promiſe 1s given, 
that all enemies ſhall lie down before them in the 
duſt; that He, from whom all derive their cloath- 
ing, ſhould be ſtripped of his garments ; that the 
King of Iſrael ſhould be an abomination, and the 
Deity become a curſe, Oh wonderful love! wor 
thy ſubject of our continual meditations, and de- 
ſerving our molt grateful acknowledgements! 80 
deep an humiliation, ſo low an abaſement of a 
erſon of ſuch tranſcendent dignity, muſt neceſſa- 
rily be productive of glorious and wonderful effeds, 
On this croſs our reconciliation was atchieved. 
- On' this croſs peace was concluded betwixt heaven 
and earth. On this croſs the hand-writing, that 
was againſt us, was cancelled, blotted out, and 
taken away. On this croſs the curſe was repealed, 
and the bleſſing obtained. This croſs is as it were 
the ladder by which man aſcends to heaven, and 
the Throne of Grace, where the ſinner finds par: 
don and forgiveneſs. This is the triumphal car d 
the Commander in Chief of God's Hoſt. Her 
he triumphed over fin, which he bore in his owl 
body on the croſs, Here he triumphed over tk 
8 powel 


Vi1, 


ike 
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hee! of Him who trod the old ſerpent under foot. 
Here he triumphed over the curſe of the Law, and 
placed his redeemed in perfect ſecurity. Here, at 
the fame time, he hung, as it were, in the moſt 
endearing attitude, extending his arms in order to 
gather in and embrace all the truly penitent. O 
may we learn from our bleſſed Saviour's crucifix- 
ion, how we are to crucify the old man, and to 
mo!tify ſelf-conceit, ſelſ- love, and every inordinate 
dene. Henceforth may the world be crucified 
unto us; and, the luſt of the eye, the luſts of 
the feſh, and the pride of life, be as loathſome 
in our eyes as an executed malefactor. Hence- 
forth may we harbour no ſinful thoughts, no vici- 
ous deſires which are diſpleaſing to our crucified 
Saviour, Henceforth may the reproach of Chriſt 
be our glory, and his Croſs our ſtandard by which 
we mult live and die. May we ſay to our Re- 
deemer, as faithful Ittai did to David, © As the 
Lord liveth, ſurely in what place my Lord the 
* King ſhall be, whether in death or life, even 
* there alſo will thy ſervant be.“ Oh bleſled fel- 
low[hip of the Croſs, the conſequence of which is 
a fellowſhip of glory 


ASPIRATION. 


W E adore thy perfect love, O merciful Sa- 
” viour, which humbled thee even to the 
„that thou mighteſt exalt us to the throne of 
CG, Eternally praiſed be thy name, O bleſſed 
Jeſus, that for us rebels and outlaws thou didſt 
guchſafe to become a curſe on the Croſs, that the 
copious ſtream of Divine bleſſings might flow up- 
on us. Be thou forever praiſed, who didſt con- 
deſcend to be raiſed on the Croſs, as the great An- 
| 1 titype 


power of Satan, whoſe head was bruiſed by the 
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titype of the brazen ſerpent which was lifted up 
in the deſart, that all who look on thee in faith 
may be healed, and live. O fulfill in us all that 
comfortable promiſe, that after thy exaltation thoy 
wouldeſt draw all men unto thee | O gather to- 
gether all thoſe who are ſcattered abroad, far 
from thee and the light of thy Goſpel, and em- 
brace them with the arms of thy mercy. Amen, 


Two remarkable occurrences which followed the 
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crucifixicu of CHRIST. 


A N D Pilate wrote a ſuperſcription of his ac- 

cuſation, and put it on the Croſs. And 
the writing was, JESUS OF NAZARETH 
THE KING OF THE JEWS. This title 
then read many of the Jews; for the place 
where Jeſus was crucified was nigh 'to the City; 
and it was written in Hebrew, Greek, and La- 
tin. Then ſaid the chief Prieſts of the Jews to 
Pilate, Write not, the King of the Jews ; but 
that he ſaid, I am King of the Jews. Pilate an- 
ſwered, What I have written, I have written, 
Then the ſoldiers, when they had crucified Je- 
ſus, took his garments, and made four parts 
(to every foldier a part) and alſo his coat: 
Now the coat was without ſeam, woven from 
the top throughout. They ſaid, therefore, 2. 
mong themſelves, Let us not rend it, but caſt 
lots for it, whoſe it ſhall be. And they caſt lots 
upon it what every man ſhould take; that the 
ſcripture might be fulfilled, which faith, They 
parted my raiment among them, and for my 
veſture they did caſt lots. Theſe things there- 
fore the ſoldiers did. And fitting down, they 


watched him there; and it was about the 2 
hour 


© hour when they crucified him. Matt. xxvii. 36. 
3). Mark xv. 24, 25, 26, Luke xxiii. 3 4, 38. 
John xix. 19—24. ys 


ASPIRATION. 


O Fade Saviour! we thank thee for all the 
circumſtances attending thy paſſion, Praiſed 
be thy name, who by the title on thy croſs haſt 
gien us to underſtand that, even in thy death, 
thou didſt (till remain our Jeſus, our Saviour, and 
our King, Make us partakers of thoſe bleflings 
which thou haſt procured for us by thy ſufferings, 
May we be truly ſenſible of the ſhame of our ſpi- 
tua nakedneſs. Grant that we may know the 


to be clothed by thy righteouſneſs here; ſo that, 
after laying aſide the garment of our fleſh, we may 
be arrayed in the eftulgent robe of heavenly glory 
herealter, Amen. | 


mental ſufferings of IJIESsus CRHRISTH on 
; the Croſs. 


ND the people ſtood beholding ; and they 
A that paſſed by reviled him, wagging their 
heads, and ſaying, Ah, thou that deſtroyeſt the 
teinple, and buildeſt it in three days, fave thy- 
© {i!f; if thou be the Son of God, come down 
' trom the croſs. Likewiſe alſo the chief Prieſts, 
* mocking him with the Scribes and Elders, ſaid, 
e ſaved others, himſelf he cannot ſave. If he 
© be the Chriſt, the King of Iſrael, the choſen of 
God, let him ſave himſelf, and now come down 
dom the croſs, that we may ſee it, and we wall 
* believe him. He truſted in God; let him de- 
H 3 + liver 
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Wi . c. 
© liver him now, if he will have him; for he ſaid, 
« I am the Son of God. And the ſoldiers al 
* mocked him,, coming to him and offering hin 
''S vinegar; and ſaying, If- thou be the King of the 
+ Jews, ſave thyſelf, The thieves alſo, who were 
„ © crucified with him, caſt the ſame in his tecth, 
© And ohe of the malefactors, who were hanged, 
© railed on him, faying, If thou be Chriſt, fave 
© thyſelf and us.“ Matt. xxvii. 29-—44. Mak 
Xv. 29—32. Luke xxxiii. 35, 36, 37, 39. 


ASPIRATIO N. 


W E thank thee, O dear Redeemer, who haſt 
not only ſuffered thy body to be crucified, 
but waſt alſo ſo wounded and _ in thy foul, 
by envenomed arrows from many abufive 
tongues, that thou mighteſt heal us in body and 
foul. Let this part of thy ſufferings work in us a 
ſerious abhorrence of all deriding words, looks, 
and peſtures; and grant that we may patiently 
ſuffer all the waves of undeſerved abuſes to pal 
over us with united violence; and that in all ſut- 
ferings we may remain faithful, and willingly ſub- 
mit to be reproached with thee, that we allo may 
be made partakers of thy glory, Amen. 


The gifts conferred by the Loxp ]zsvs, whill 
he hung on the Croſs. 


2 U T the other malefactor anſwering, te- 
6 buked him [who railed on Jeſus] ſaying, 
© Doſt not thou fear God, ſeeing thou art in the 
© ſame condemnation? And we indeed juſthy: 
For we receive the due reward of our deeds; 


but chi; man hath done nothing amiſs, „ br 
1 


* 


* 


* 


r 
aid, « {aid unto Jeſus, Lord, remember me when thou 
allo « comeſt into thy kingdom. And Jeſus ſaid unto 
lim © him, Verily, 1 ſay unto thee, to-day ſhalt. thou 
the be with me in | Paradiſe. Now there ſtood by 
ere the Croſs of Jeſus, his mother, and his mother's 
eth. „ ſiſter, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary - 
ed Magdalene. When Jeſus therefore ſaw his 
ave mother, and the diſciple ſtanding by whom he 
ark © loved, he faith unto his mother, Woman, be- 
hold thy Son! Then faith he to the diſciple, 
© Behold thy mother! And from that hour this 
© diſciple took her unto his own home. Luke 


xiii, 39 —43. John xix. 25—27. 


alt 

el, ASPIRATION. 

ul, | 
wwe Faithful and ever-living Saviour ! we thank 

Ad # thee who didſt confer ſuch excellent and in- 

$ 2 valuable gifts on the Croſs, by which thou haſt _ 
ks, manifeſted to all the world, not only thy love, but * 
tly likewiſe thy riches and power. Thou now liveſt | 
aly in ſtrength, and art completely entered on thy go- 

uf- vernment over heaven and earth. Thou haſt now 

b- the keys of hell and death, of heaven and of pa- 

ay radiſe; Eternal life and every good gift are in thy 


hands, Draw us, we beſeech thee, ſo powerfully 
to thee, that we may be alſo partakers of thy ma- 
ie nifold gifts. Thy unperiſhable riches are fo far 
from being exhauſted, during theſe ſeventeen hun- 
dred years that have elapſed ſince thy crucifixion, - 
e. that thou haſt yet in ſtore gifts ſufficient for men, 
8 even for backſliders; and there are ſtill manſions 
he enough in thy Father's houſe, into which thou. 
T wilt admit thoſe Here not aſhamed of thy ſuff-— 
3 ſerings, and thy Croſs. Bleſs, O Lord, that par 
ie vithy Word which has been at preſent — 336k 
ed. 


— : 4 &) 8 


* * 80 | 

ed, that it may be to all a balſam of life, and 
may ſupport us to the end, under all the troubles 
and afflictions which we may meet with in fol. 
lowing thee. Grant this for the ſake of that love, 
with which thou haſt loved thine own unto the 


end. Amen. Amen. 


The laſt ſufferings of the Lord Jews, | 


c NOW from the fixth hour there was dark. 
. neſs over all the land until the ninth hour; 
c and the ſun was darkened, And about the 
« ninth hour, Jeſus cried with a loud voice, Ej, 
Eli, lama aſalthani, that is to ſay, My God! 
c my God! why haſt thou forſaken me? Some 
of them that ſtood there, when they heard that, 
© ſaid, Behold, this man calleth for Elias. Aſter 
© this, Jeſus knowing that all things were now 
© accompliſhed, that the Scripture might be ful. 
c filled, faith, I thirſt, Now there was ſet a veſ. 
C 
4 
0 
. 
C 
* 
. 
c 
(4 


ſel full of vinegar: And one ran and took a 
ſpunge, and filled it with vinegar, and put it 
upon hyſſop, or ſtuck it on a reed, and held it 
to his mouth, and gave him to drink, The 
reſt ſaid, Let be; let us fee whether Elias will 
come to ſave him, and take him down. Now 
when Jeſus had received the vinegar, he faid, 
It is finiſhed. And he again cried with a loud 
voice, and faid, Father, into thy hands I com- 
«© mend m ſpirit! And having ſaid this, he 
© bowed his head, and gave up the ghoſt,” Matt, 
xxvi. 45—50. Mark xv. 33—37. Luke xxitt 
44— . John xix, 28— 30. 


MED! 
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MEDITATION. 

ö OW from the fixth hour there was dark - 
neſs over all the land until the ninth hour; 
* and the fun was darkened.” When a pious 
Chriſtian here obſerves the exact account, which 
the Holy Spirit has cauſed to be taken of the hour 
of this extreme inward ſuffering of Chriſt, he 
perceives with a holy reverence, how the parti- 
cular providence of God over-ruled every circum- 
ſtance of the ſufferings of his Son. For the Evan- 
geliſts obſerve," that this darkneſs laſted from the 
Huth to the ninth hour; or, according to our com- 
putation of time, it began about twelve at noon 
with an eclipſe of the ſun, and drew towards a 
period about three of the clock in the afternoon. 
The hours are not ſo punctually ſet down in the 
account of any of the tranſactions of our Saviour's 
life, as they are in the hiſtory of his ſufferings, It 
might ſeem as if Jeſus had been entirely given up 
to the will of his enemies; but the caſe was quite 
otherwiſe: The providence of God had pre- 
ſcribed limits to their rage; ſo that they neither 
could lay hold of him before his hour was come, 
nor torment him longer than had been pre-deter- - 
mined by God's eternal decree. The ſame Provi- 
dence had likewiſe ſet certain bounds to the prince 
of Jarkneſs, and confined to a limited time the du- 
ration of his rage and fury againſt the bleſſed Seed 
ol the woman, 


ASPIRATION. 
() My God, my ſufferings are not at all to be 


compared for merit to thoſe of my Saviour; 
yet 1 know, that even the hours of my ſufferings 
| are 
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are limited by thy Providence, and that thou countek 
them out unto me. Thou appointeſt the begin- 
ning and the end of my ſufferings. Thou fre. 
quently ordereſt, that at noon- day my ſoul ſhall be 
involved in darkneſs; and that it ſhall ſometime 
loſe the comfortable aſſurance of thy love, at ; 
time when it ſhone brighteſt, and when my ſoul 
was full of light, and joyed for thy ſalvation. 
. Preſerve me, O my Father, from ever finding 
fault with thy computation of the hours ; but tha 
I may rather acquieſce with my whole heart in what 
thou art pleaſed to inflict upon me. I know that 
thou ordereſt every thing for the goad of thy eres. 
| tures, Thou wilt not only count the hours ef 
my forrows and ſufferings; but wilt graciouſ 
ſhorten them, and never ſuffer me to be tempted 
above what I am able to bear. Preſerve me, 0 
Lord, from the gloom of unbelief, from the dark- 
neſs of ſpiritual blindneſs, and from the eternal 
night of the dark abyſs. Grant that I may walk 
and work in the light while it is day, before the 
night comes on, when no man can work. 


MEDITATION. 


BY T juſtly is the ſoul aſtoniſhed at ſeeing the 

Son of God, the effulgence of eternal glory, 
and the ſource of all light in the kingdoms of Nx 
ture and Grace, hang three tedious hours on the 
croſs amidſt the horrors of darkneſs. What can 
this mean, that the natural ſun loſes its brightnels, 
and all the land, or rather the whole earth in every 
part where it ſhould then be day, is involved 
thick darkneſs? The vaſt body of the fun, which 
imparts light not only to the earth, but allo to the 
moon and other planets, is totally obſcures ! This 


was no uſual or common eclipſe of the ſun, yrs” 
2113 


n 
te s gut when the moon is in a direct line between 
rin e en and our earth; and even then, the ſun 
fre. WI (es got properly looſe its radiancy, but its beams 
| be WY 2c 111i cepted by the intervening moon from fall- 
me: WM 1s 61 the earth, and conſequently illuminating it. 
tage tna eclipſes can never happen at the full 
e oon, as it was at that time, nor laſt above 
on. : Þour and a half; whereas this darkneſs hap- 
ing encd at the full of the moon, and laſted three 
hat WW who! hours. In this inſtance likewiſe, the rays 
hat WW of the fun were not intercepted by the moon; 
that but, s St. Luke expreſly ſays, the ſun itſelf was 
en- darkened. 


ted ASPIRATION. 


k- 0 My Saviour, thus was it repreſented in thy 
glorious perſon, what;a dark partition fin has 

alk made between God and mankind ; how it obſcured 
the WH the ght of God's benign countenance, and at laſt 
would have caſt the benighted ſoul into outward 
darkneſs, It was I who deſerved to be ſhut up in 

this dark priſon, who had forſaken the Father. of 

lights; and had loved darkneſs rather than light, 

the But thou didſt appear in my ſtead, O thou bright 
ry, WW £5 cence of everlaſting light! and didſt permit 
N2- e ſterrors of eternal night to environ thee, and 
the e power of darkneſs. to aſſault thee; that thou 
can N mehteſt overcome them, and thereby open to me 
efs, an acceſs to light and glory, and acquire for me a 
err ght to the inheritance of the Saints in light. 
| gie me an irreconcileable hatred againſt the 
unfruirful works of darkneſs, that I may never 
have any fellowſhip with them, but rather reprove 
them, Grant that TI may walk in the light, as 2 
child of light, that I may have fellowſhip with 


God, 


—— 
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God, who is the ſource of light. But if, by ny 
open profeſſion of Chriſtianity, I ſhould be delerted 
by many, and be ſurrounded with obſcurity and | 
diſconſolate gloom ; if the light of thy grace ſhould 
hide itſelf from the ſoul ; if the hope of my adop. 
tion, and of the remiſſion of my fins ſhould be 
extinguiſhed, ſo that I muſt cry out with the Pal. 
miſt, Thou haſt laid me in the loweſt pit, in 
« darkneſs, and in the deeps ;* grant, that accord 
ing to thy example, I may, in ſilent patience, wait 
for the dawn ol thy light. | 


MEDITATION. 


c ND about the ninth hour Jeſus cried 
c with a loud voice, My God! My God! 
* why haſt thou forſaken me? Oh filial dips 
ſition of the Lord Jeſus; who, notwithſtanding 
the agonies that ſurrounded him, as it were em- 
braces his Father with cordial love, and with 1 
loud cry, which probably was accompanied with 
a flood of tears, twice calls to him, My God! 
My God! As if he had ſaid, * Thou art fil 
« my Almighty God, who canſt deliver my bu 
«« man nature from this extreme anguiſh. How: 
e ever ſeverely thou dealeſt with me; though thou 
tc hideſt thy face from me; yet will I never tun 
« my looks from thee, The eternal covenant fot 
«« the redemption of mankind, made between tj. 
« ſelf and me, ſtill remains fixed and unmoyeabl; 
« and tho' all the floods of the river of Bela 
«« beat againſt me, my confidence in thee f. 
« never be ſhaken.” 
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ASPIRATION. 


My Saviour! I am aſtoniſhed to ſee in this 
() mirror of wrath, the effects and conſequences 
of fin. Forgive me, who have drawn upon thee 
ſuck a terrible privation of all comfort,” ſuch a 
dreadful feeling of the Divine wrath! May 1 
hence learn, how terrible a thing fin is in the fight 
of God, and what a dreadful ſeparation it has 
made between God and man. Grant that I ma 
highly value that fellowſhip with God, to which 
thou haſt obtained for me a right; and that I may 
highly value and rejoice in that comfortable pro- 
mile of thy Father, who hath ſaid, © I will not 
© leave thee, nor forſake thee.” Stand by me, O 
pleſſed Redeemer, in the hour of deſertion! That 
gloomy path thou haſt ſanctified, by patiently bear- 
ing to be deſerted by every comfort, and haſt 
changed it into a way of benediction. Now, thou 
knoweſt what it is to be thus deſerted, and, as a 
merciful High Prieſt, canſt have compaſſion on thoſe 
who are in ſuch a ſtate. Nay, thou waſt deſerted 
for that very purpoſe, that I might not be eternally 
forſaken. If, with diſtreſſed Sion, I muſt fore 
time cry out, * The Lord hath forſaken and for- 
* ootten me;' yet aſſure thyſelf, O my ſoul, that 
thou ſhalt no longer be called the forfaken and 
hated; but that, with St. Paul, thou wilt be able 
to ay, I am perſecuted, but not forſaken.” In 
ſuch circumſtances, may thy meritorious ſufferings 


benefit me. May thy affectionate exclamation, 


My God, my God, be as a ſtrong preſervative 
2 gatuſt deſpondency ; fo that my heart, even in 
darkneſs, may wait the dawn of thy heavenly 
light, And as, for my ſake, thou haſt deſcended 
o low, and waſt prongs ſo deep in miſery that 

thy 


"70 1 
thy ſoul was forſaken, and ſtringed of all conſola- 
tory influences; make me willing to be deprived 


of every thing for hy lake, that n be found 
in thee. 


MEDITATION. 
a * GOME of them who flood there, aid, He 


callech for Elias. Here one may be jullly 
e at the power of darkneſs, which Gen 
itſelf in this deriding ſpeech. Iheſe ſcoffers mult 
certainly have been Jews ; ſince the heathens kney 
nothing of Elias. But the Jews, at that time, had 
a great many fa}ſe notions concerning that prophet; 
for they imazined that before the coming of the 
MeMah, he would be ſent from heaven, whither 
he had been taken up alive; and that be would 
come again upon the earth, and perform ſeveral fe · 
markable acions. Now when they heard the eru- 
ified. Jeſus crying out in ſuch plaintive accents, 
Eli, Eli, though they well knew that in theſe 
words of the Pſalmiſt he addreſſed himſelf to the 
mighty God of heaven, they immediately perverted 
his words, and of Eli, made Elias. Thus they 
ſcoffingly charge him with imploring the afliſtance 
of that prophet, fo eminent for his miracles ; nay 
they pretend, that in his diſtreſs he departed from 
the living God, and placed his confidence in the 
creature. Conſequently they inliauate, that he 
died as an Idolater, and therefore went down to 
the grave with the curſe of God upon him; it be- 
ing faid by the Prophet, Curſed be the man that 
*/truſteth in man, and maketh fleſh his arm, and 
© whole heart departeth from the Lord.” 
Alas! there muſt be in the human heart am un- 
fathomable abyſs of wickedneſs. Theſe 2 
5 {cole!s 


ed 
ad 
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ſcofters were, for three hours ſucceſſi vely, ſhakled 


with the bands of darkneſs; and had ſeen and ſelt 
the Divine diſpleaſure in the extraordinary miracle, 
whereby the light of the ſun was extinguiſhed : 


Yet, no ſooner did the light begin to return; 


ſcarce were they recovered from their fear and 
conſternation, but they renew their former inſo- 
lence, and make a mock of our bleſſed Saviour's 
doleful cries.” | | 


ASPIRATION. 


UT O my Redeemer, if I ſhould be treated 
as thou waſt on the Croſs; if inſolent men 
hound mock and deride me, and pervert the words 
of the mournful lamentations which grief and pain 


may extort from me; grant that I may think on 


thy patience and reſignation under ſuch ſufferi 

Ever preſerve me from the impiety of n 
the pains of the afflicted, by mockery and deriſion; 
on dne contrary, give me a tender and compaſ- 
honate heart, that I may weep with thoſe that 
weep, and ſympathize with the diſtrefles of 


others. 


MEDITATION. 


: A FTE R this Jeſus knowing that all things 
were now accompliſhed that the ſcripture 


might be fulfilled, faith I thirſt. How muſt. 


the a:r0ws of the Almighty have, as it were, 
rn, yp our Saviour's blood, when he thus com- 
P:a.1cd of thirſt! How muſt bis ſoul have la- 
"14-0, during the three hours of darkneſs, and 
„ already exhaufted by the lofs of fo 
I 2 much 


* 


44 ai 
* 
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much blood, have been totally deprived of its 


ſtrength, ſo that his tongue claved to the roof of 
his mouth ! : | 


| | | \ 
SSPIRA TION 
/ HANKS be to thee, O bleſſed Jeſus, who 


waſt fo earneſt in the work of my redempti- 

on, as to forget to eat or drink; labouring in that 
arduous taſk, till thou waſt quite ſpent, and all 
thy vital juices were in a manner exhauſted, By 
this thy painful thirſt, thou haſt atoned for my re- 
linquiſhing the Fountain of living waters, and de- 
hvered me from eternal thirſt and want. Thou 
haſt by thy ſufferings opened a way for penitent 
ſinners into Paradiſe, to the water of life which ll 
ſues from the throne of God, and to the rivers of 
heavenly pleaſures. But, Could my Saviour, who was 
now taken up in accompliſhing the arduous work of 
my redemption, feel any other thirſt beſides that of 
his body? Yes certainly, his ſou], like a hunted 
Nag, thirſted after the ſprings of God's comforts, 
It paſſionately, longed to ſee his enlivening coun- 
tenance, which now, for a while, had been as it 
were hid from him. Nay, his benevolent ſoul alſo 
thirſted after my ſoul, and its eternal ſalvation 
Haſt thou, O my Redeemer, thus deſired my hap- 
pineſs? How deſirous ſhould I be, in return, of 
thy grace! Therefore, as the hart panteth ate 
the water brooks, ſo may my ſoul pant after thee, 
O God! Kindle in me an ardent thirſt after thy 
rizhteouſneſs; and, on the other hand, quench and 
deaden in me all thirſt after the pleaſures honouts 


and riches, Give me to drink of the wes" 
whic 


its 


. 
which thou freely giveſt to the thirſty; and at 
aft, O my Saviour, lead me to thoſe fountains of - 
livinz waters, where thy Saints ſhall thirſt no 


more. | 
MEDITATION. 

BUT pauſe a little longer, O my ſoul, and 

behold another inſult offered to our bleſſed 
Lord, by giving him vinegar to drink. For when 
the ſoldiers heard the languiſhing Jeſus complain 
of thirſt, they filled a (punge with vinegar [which 
was in a veſlel at hand, as it was in that age the 
common drink for ſoldiers, ] and put it on à reed, 
or, according to St. John, a flalk cut from a 
large hyflop thrub, and held it up to his dry and 
parched lips by way of deriſion. inſtead of a cor- 
dial to ſupport his drooping Spirits. Here O my 
Hul, thou mayeſt ſtand amazed, on the one hand, 
at the obduracy and barbarity of the human heart, 
ani that theſe wicked men ſhould be fo utterly 
void of humanity and compaſſion; and, on the 
other hand, at the greatneſs of our Saviour's laue 
to mankind, Who endured all this for our fake. 
Our bleſſed Saviour, by this circuraſtance of his 
paiion, allo fulfilled. the Scripture, which he him- 
{lf in{pired; where he appoints this kind of ſuſ- 
vg tor himſelf. 


ASPIRAT EO NN. 


{Deareſt Redeemer, thanks be to thee for 
_/ thine inconceiveable love! Every thing 
„nch was tranſacted on the Crofs, was done for 
my 200d, It was out of love to me, that thou 

#2 & Hf 1. 37. | | wait 


W . 1 JA 

waſt thirſty; it was out of love to my foul, tha 
thou didſt drink. Grant, that when thou thirſtes 
in thy poor members, I may relieve and comfort 
them, not with vinegar, but to the beſt of my 
power. But. if the world ſhould give me a dil. 
greeable ſour potion in my diſtreſs, may it be 
ſweetened by the memory of thy love and pa. 
tience ! 0 


MEDITATION. 


B UT my aſtoniſhment will yet encreaſe, when 

I call to mind that the Jews, who flood 
about the Croſs, ſtill mocked thee, our dear Re. 
deemer! For while the ſoldier was prefling the 
ſpunge filled with vinegar to his ſacred mouth, they 
called out in a deriding manner, Let be; let u 
© ſee whether Elias will come to ſave him!“ Ac. 
cording to St. Mark's account, the inhuman fol- 
dier likewiſe joined in the mockery. In these 
words the ſpirit of reviling had inſerted his veno- 
mous ſting ; for by this the Jews intimated, that 
the Lord ſeſus was a falſe Meſſiah ; who, ſince no 
body acknowledged him on the Croſs, expreſſed a 
deſire that Elias would come and perform : 
miracle, by taking him down from the Croß, 
and by that means declare and conſtitute him the 


Meſſiah. 


AS PIR ATI ON. 


My Saviour! muſt: then all the waves and 
ſtorms of affliction, with combined impe- 
petuoſity, paſs over thee in the laſt moments of 
thy life? Hath it coſt thee: ſo dear to open the 
conſolatory ſpring of life to me, a wretched my 


irſteſt 


diſa- 
it be 


E77 
that my fainting ſoul * be refreſhed with good 
neſs and mercy? Eternal thanks be to thee for 
ſuch tranſcendent love! Grant that I may readily 
determine to bear the moſt diſagreeable ſenſations, 
in following thee ; and not think it ſtrange that 
the world ſhould embitter any cordial it offers me, 
and, under the ſhow of a kind office, ſhould 
grieve my ſoul with mockeries and inſults, O pre- 
ſzrie me in the hour of ſuffering, and grant that I 
may not turn my confidence from God to the crea- 
tures? Though the world ſlander and revile me, 
I may wrap myſelf in ſilence, and refer the mani- 
feſtation of my innocence to thee. 


MEDITATION. 


T length, all theſe ſufferings of our Savi- 
A our were ſucceeded by the ſeparation of his 
ul and body, by a bleſſed, but torturing deat. 
After Jeſus had received the vinegar, nothing 
further remained to be tranſacted or ſuffered on 
the Croſs, He had now drunk off the cup of ſuf 
ferings; the Law was fulfilled; fin was ſealed 
up, the guilt of it atoned for, and the puniſhment 
endured, 


ASPIRATION. 
# cries, - © It is finiſbed!* Ever praiſed be thy 


— 


name, O my God, that I have a complete: 8 


Mediator, © whe, by offering one great ſacrifice, 
* hath perfected for ever all | thoſe that are ſancti- 
* fied,” Therefore, O thou ALPHA and Ome- 
GA, ! will in faith embrace thee, the great Au- 


thor and finiſher of my Faith. Thou haſt finiſu- 


whatever appertained to my redemption ; this 


thy 
*. 


n 
thy meritorious work I will at the Divine 
tribunal, and with it cover the defects of my im. 
perfect obedience- Grant, O my Saviour, that 
the work of grace may be alſo finiſhed in me. 
Give me not only to will and believe; but like. 
wiſe to do and accompliſh what thou commandeſt. 
according to thy good pleaſure; and grant that [ 
may keep the faith, and at laſt obtain the crown of 
righteouſneſs. 


MEDULIT AT.ID 


N D now our blefled Redeemer prepares 
A himſelf for death. Here O my ſoul won- 
ers at the reſignation, which thy Saviour diſplays 
at the hour of death, The Evangelical hiſtory 
informs us, that he again cried with a loud voice, 
and ſaid, Father, into thy hands I commend my 
Spirit; and having ſaid this, he bowed his head, 
© and gave up the Ghoſt” Here we may tecol- 
lect a former ſaying of the Lord Jeſus, namely, 
No man taketh my life from me; but I lay it 
* down of myſelf.” He delivered up his: ſoul as 2 
precious pledge into the hands of his Father, from 
whom, he knew, he ſhould again receive it on the 
third day. But this loud cry, with which our Sa- 
"viour gave up the Ghoſt, probably proceeded from 
extreme pain and agony. The death which H E 
ſuffered was quite different from that of his follows 
ers. Death, when it attacked him, was not di- 
veſted: of its ſharp ſting, which the Mediator was 
ſeverely to feel. The pains of death came on him, 
as the pains of birth on a woman in travail. He 
was to taſte of death in all its bitterneſs z- and by 
that means, to extract its ſting and diſarm 2 


„ 


* 
| [ 93] | 
that it might be changed into a tranquil ſleep to 
believers. „ : 


ASPIRATION. 


HAN Ks be to thee, O my Saviour, who by 
thy death haſt taken away the power of death, 
and haſt diveſted him of his ſting, ſo that I need 
no more be afraid of it. May thy laſt words be 
my light, when death ſhall oppreſs my ſoul with 
its gloomy horrors! O eternal Word, let = 
loud cry ſpeak for me, when my power of ſpeec 
ſhall fail; and may I in my death enjoy the fruit of 
thy victory over death; ſo that even the laſt ſhout 
o thy Hoſt with which thou ſhalt come to Judg- 
ment, inſtead of terror, may be a ſound of joy and. 


£ « 


exultation to me. | 75 


The prodigies which happened at the death of 
the LoxD Jevs. . 


ND behold, the vail of the Temple was 
rent in twain from the top to the bottom, 
* and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent, and 
* the graves were opened; and the bodies of 


. * many Saints who flept aroſe, and came out of i 
. the graves after his reſurrection, and went into 4 
3 * the holy city, and appeared unto many. Now # 
F * when the centurion who ſtood over againſt him, 

e * and they that were with him watching Jeſus, 

' ſaw that he ſo cried out, and the earthquake, Fi 
ö * and thoſe things that were done; they feared | i 
, 


greatly, and glorified God, fayirg, Certainly 
.* this was a righteous man; truly this was the 


* 6 Son 
# 


" 


„ ! . 
Son of God. And all the e that came to- 
* gether to that ſight, beholding the things which 
were done, ſmote their breaſts, and returned, 
And all his acquaintance, and the women that 
had followed him from Galilee, among whom 
was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of 
James the leſs, and the mother of Joſes, and 
Salome, and the mother of Zebedee's children, 
who alſo, when he was in Galilee followed hin 
and miniſtered unto him, and many other women 
who came up with him to Jeruſalem, ſtood afar 
* oft beholding theſe things. Matt. xxvii. 51= 
56. Mark xv. 38—41. Luke xxiii. 4549. 
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MEDITATION. 


O ſooner had the bleſſed Jeſus bowed his 

head, and commended his ſoul into the hands 
of his Father, than a moſt extraordinary ſcene of 
wonders opened to the unbelieving Jews, to cet- 
tify that the perſon who was jult departed, ws 
he, whom Iſaiah emphatically ſtiles W ox DERFUL, 
As our blefled Saviour's birth was attended with : 
gloriovs apparition of the heavenly Hoſt, which 
deſcended. from heaven praiüng and glorifying 
God; ſo now at his death, our earth felt ſtrange 
convulſions, unknown at che death of any perſon 
before. If one conſiders that, according to the 
teſtimony even of the Jews themſelves, this val 
was of a moſt curious and ſtrong texture like ta- 
peſtry, and was thirty elle in length and four fingets 
thick; that it was no old tattered curtain, but 4 
maſterly piece of art lately woven; (fur a new val 
was made and hung up im the Temple every year 
and laſtly, that this ſtrong vail. hung in a Fas 
whe! 


IA 
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bete it could not be damaged bythe Weather; 
to- band of God muſt neceſſarihy ——— to 
ich ne been concerned in the rending of it. What 
ied, . terror muſt this ſudden and unexpected rent have 
bat W#ruck into the Prieſts, who probably were per- 
om M braung the ſervice in the Sanctuary, lighting the 
r of umps of the golden candle-ſtick, and burning in- 
and tend for it was about the time of evening ſacti- 
en, tre. How muſt they have been terrified with the 
lim teht of the vail, thus rent at once, by which 
means the Holy of Holies was expoſed to the view 
if the people, For they had hitherto carefully 
concealed this ſacred place from the eyes of all the 
ather Prieſts by the partition-vail, beyond which 
only the High Prieſt was to enter; and tht only 
once a year, on the great day of atonement. 


ASPIRATION. 


My Saviour, I thank thee, who, for my 


er- good, haſt ſuffered the vail of thy fleſh which 
Was hung, as it were, before the Di inity within thee, 
5. to be rent; ſo that through thee, my Mediator, I 


can now not only look into the heavenly Sanctuary 
with the eye of faith, but likewiſe through thee 
am enabled even to enter into it, and with confi- 
tence approach the Throne of Grace. O my Re- 
geemer, I honovr the day of thy death, as the day 
0 my atonement! T rejoice that in thee J have a 
mercitul High Prieſt, who, witty his own blood, 
has en.ercd into the Holy of Holies, and accom- 
phſned the work of eternal redemption. Stretch 
forth thy mighty hand, and from the top to the 
bottart rend all the coverings of hypocriſy and 
Wickeineſs, which thou findeſt before my heart, 


and 


1 * 
1 
N / 
' , 
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and which would preclude thine entrance into it 
But, as a thick vail or covering of many prejudie 
{till hangs before the eyes and hearts of th; 
wretched nation that crucified thee, and among 
whom thou didſt take the human nature upo 
thee; be pleaſed to rend thoſe vails, that they maj 
ſee in thee the accompliſhment of all the ſhadow 
types of the Law, and behold thy glory wil 
open face. 


MEDITATION. 


HE earth did quake, or was moved 
How far this violent ſhock extended can 
not be determined with any preciſion. It is, hoy 
ever, certain, that it was felt in Judea, and th 
it ſhook Mount Golgotha with the neighbouring 
parts, and the foundations of the city of Jeruſ; 
lem, fo that it reeled like a drunken man. Thu 
the earth, and perhaps the whole globe, gave ei 
traordinary tokens of its ſympathy with its Cees 
tor, who was fo terribly injured, and of its detef- 
tation of the atrocious crime then committed by 
the Jews. Therefore as the ſun, by God's inte 
poſition, had before withdrawn its brightneſs, that 
it might not give light to the profligacy of the 
bold blaſphemers, who ſtood round our Saviour 
cro's; fo now, alſo, the earth, by its violent con 
vulſions, indicates that it trembled at the impiet 
of thoſe wretches who crucified HIM, by wholt 
majeſtic voice on Mount Sinai the earth had bee 
formerly moved, as it is now fhaken- a ſecon 
time by the loud cry, with which he gave up Mk 
Ghoſt. 


* 


£ 
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to it 

diet | 1405 

— ASPIRATION, 

upo p 

mil D U F alas! How am I aſhamed, that my heart 
dow remains ſo unmoved at the conſideration of 
wich my Saviour's death, when the earth itſelf trembled 


ind ſhook on the account of it! By the power 
of thy death, O bleſſed Jeſus, kill in me all earth- 

and ſinful inclinations. May this awful truth, 
That the Son of God died for my fins, affect me 


ove with a holy trembling and a ſalutary dread at the 
canWMereat ſeverity of God's juſtice, which appears fo 
bor conſpicuouſly in this e But, in the con- 
| tha fideration of this comfortable truth, That by 
uring thy death I am reconciled with God, fill my 
rule heart with holy emotions, and grateful love. Grant 
Tha that I may exult for joy, on account of the great 
© cx ſalvation obtained for me by thy death, and at the 
ei noble freedom in which I am placed by the re- 
Fi &mption thou haſt wrought. 

tet 

"= MEDITATION. 

4 L. T more wonders.—“ The rocks rent.” 
*. This, in ſome meaſure, was an effect of the 
dien ceding earthquake. The country about Jeru- 
be em was very mountainous and rocky; hence it 
dee {aid in the Pſalms, As the mountains are 
con round about Jeruſalem.” Now theſe rocks and 


bills were fo ſhaken by the earthquake, that huge 
maſſes of ſome of them tumbled down from the 
Jummits into the vallies; others were rent with 
arge clefts and fiſſures. Probably, this miracle 
viplayed itſelf farſt on that rock where Chriſt was 
uciied, and was afterwards propagated to the 
jacent parts, in which, to this very day, are ſeen 


very 


4 
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very wide chaſms and fiſſures in the rocks, as me. 
niorials of this prodigy. 


—_— — 
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ASPIRATION. 


UT alas! my heart has by nature all the 
hardneſs of a rock; may it more and more 
be rent by the ſalutaty impreſſions of God's hol 
Spirit, that he may find admittance therein, Ant 
as I ſee about me every day ſo many other flint) 
hearts, on which the powerful arrows of thy Won 
make no impreflion, O my Saviour, be merciful 
likewiſe to them ; and may they by the power d 
thy death be alſo rent and bruiſed !? 
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MEDITATION. 


, ND the graves were opened.“ O my &% 
viour, the longer I abide by thy Croſs, the 

higher thoughts I entertain of thy ſacred Perſon, 
The firſt prodigy after thy death teaches me, that 
thou art the real High Prieſt who is entered wich 
his blood into the Holy of Holies. The ſecond 
and third miracle aſſure me, that thou art the au- 

| thor of Nature, which here ſympathized with thee, 
The fourth prodigy convinces me that thou art the 
Prince of life, and the Conqueror of death; that 
thou canſt demoliſh the marks of triumph which 
he has ſet up among mankind, force his ſtrong 
| priſon, deprive him of his ſpoils, and reſcue hi 


captives. 
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ASPIRATION. 


from my carnal ſecurity ; call me forth from 
the grave of my fins, in which I naturally lie; roll 
away the ſtone which ſhuts it up; and place in my 


the WW þe:rt a lively hope, that, on the day of thine ap- 
more Wl rearance, when thy enlivening voice ſhall pervade 
holy n ts manſions of the dead, and when all the 


ſpoils of death fhall be torn from him, I alſo may 
come forth from my grave, and behold thy refulgent 
countenance in glory. | 


The laſt indignity offered to the body of ihe 
Lorp Jesvus on the Croſs. ; 


, HE Jews, therefore, becauſe it was the 
i Preparation, that the bodies ſhould not re- 
nag upon the Croſs on the Sabbath a7 ier 
* that Sabbath day wis an high day, ] befought 
on © Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that 
hat che, might be taken away. Then came the 
© foll.ers, and brake the legs of the firſt, and of 
che other who was crucified with him. But 
* when they came to Jeſus, and ſaw that he was 
* dead already, they brake not his legs: But one 
of the ſoldiers with a ſpear pierced his fide ; 
* and forthwith came there out blood and water. 
And he that ſaw it bare record, and his record is 
* true; and he knoweth that he faith true, that 
© ye might believe. For theſe things were done, 
* that this Scripture ſhould be fulfilled, A bone of 
him ſhall not be broken; and again another 
* dcripture ſaith, They ſhall look on him whom 
* they pierced,* John xix. 31, 374 

K 2 MED I- 


HEREFORE, O my God, rouſe me 


E 1001 
MEDITATION. 
THS the Jews, by whom we are here to 
I underſtand the Rulers, chief Prieſts, Scr bes, 
and Elders, propoſed to treat the body of the Lord 
Jeſus with ſuch indignity. As for the Jewiſh peo- 
ple, the miracles which attended the death of the 
Lord Jeſus had fo affected them, that they were 
gone away beating their breaſts. Even the very 
Roman Centurion, who commanded the party of 
ſoldiers that watched the Croſs, had together with 
his ſoldiers glorified God, and publickly acknoy- 
ledged, that the crucified Jeſus was not only a 
righteous Man, but the Son of God. The Doc- 
tors and rulers of the Jewiſh people ſtill continued 
obdurate and infenſible. "The earth had been ſhaken 
under their feet, and the rocks were rent; but their 
ſtony hearts were ſtill unmoved, unbroken, and 


without the leaſt apparent ſign of ſorrow, or awe ef 
the Divine Majeſty. 


ASPIRATION. 


Lord, do thou help us to withdraw our eyes 

from thoſe hardened miſcreants, and tum 
them inwardly on our own hearts. How often has 
the death of Jeſus Chriſt been ſet forth to us ? How 
often has our bleſſed Saviour, extended on the 
Croſs, been ſo repreſented to us, as if he had 
been crucihed among us? But are our obdurate 
hearts ſoftened or broken by the repreſentation! 
Is our ſtubborn evil diſpoſition overcome ? The 
prodigies which attended the death of Chriſt 
have been illuſtrated and explained; but what ef. 
fect and impreſſion is made by them on ans 
Ys 5 


"© OP! 7 W Tory 
my ſoul? Has thy carnal heart ſhook before God, 
on hearing that the earth ſhook at thy Saviour's 
death ? Haſt thou been ſo moved by it, as to 
beat thy breaſt ; and ſeriouſly to reſolve on return- 
ing from the ways of injuſtice and covetouſneſs, af 
uncleanneſs and intemperance, of pride and anger? 
0 my God, when ſhall this once be! 2 


4 


The burial of the Lonx p Jesvs. 


AND now, when the even was come, becauſe 
8 it was the Preparation, that is, the day be- 
fore the Sabbath, came a rich man of Arimathea, 
a city of the Jews, named Joſeph ; he was an 
* honourable Counſellor, and a good man and a 
© jult: The ſame had not conſented to the coun- 
* ſc] and deed of them, who allo was a diſciple 
* of Jeſus, (but ſecretly, for fear of the Jews) 
© and waited for the kingdom of God: He went 
in boldly unto Pilate, and beſought him that he 
* might take away the body of Jeſus. And Pilate 
* marvelled if he were already dead; and calling 
unto him the Centurion, he aſked him, whether 
he had been any while dead? And when he 
knew it of the Centurion, he gave the body of 
* Jeſus to Joſeph, and commanded it to be deli- 
' vered to him. And Joſeph bought fine linen. 
* And there came alſo Nicodemus who at the 
* firſt came unto Jeſus by night, and brought a 
* mixture of myrrhe and aloes, about an hundred 
pound weight. Then took they the body of 
© Jeſus, and wrapped it in the clean linen, and 
* wound it in linen clothes with the ſpices, as the 
manner of the Jews is to bury, Now in the 
place 


Q place where he was crucified, there was a gar- 
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© be worſe than the firſt. Pilate ſaid unto them, 
© Ye have a Watch; go your way, make it 4 
© ſure as you can. So they went, and made the 
_ © ſepulchre ſure, ſealing the ſtone, and ſetting 1 
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den; and in the garden a new ſepulchre, which 
Joſeph had cauſed 'to be hewn out of a rock, 
wherein never man before was laid. Here laid 
they Jeſus, therefore, becauſe of the Jews Pre- 

tion-day ; for the ſepulchre was nigh at hand, 
And they rolled a great ſtone to the doot of the 
ſepulchre, and departed, And the women alſo, 
who came with him from Galilee, followed af. 
ter. Among theſe were Mary Magdalene, and 
Mary the mother of Joſes, who ſat over againſt 
the ſepulchre, and beheld how and where his 
body was laid. And they returned, and pre- 
pared ſpices and ointments, and reſted the fab- 
bath-day, according to the commandment. No 
the next day that followed the day of the pre- 
paration, the chief Prieſts and Phariſees came to- 
gether unto Pilate, ſaying, Sir, we remember 
that that Deceiver ſaid, while he was yet alive, 
After three days I will rife again. e 
therefore, that the ſepulchre be made ſure unt 
the third day; left his diſciples come by night 
and fteal him away, and ſay unto the people, 
He is riſen from the dead: So the laſt error hall 


© Watch.” Matt, xxvii, 5759. Mark xv. 42 
——-46. Luke xxiii. 50—53. John xix. 38— 
40. Matt. xxvii. 60—66., Mark xv. 46, 47 


Luke xxiii, 53—36, John xix. 41, 42. 
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| 103 ] . 
ASPIRATION. 4 
Faithful Saviour, we thank thee, that out of 
thy tranſcendent love to our ſouls, thou haft 
by thy death deſcended into ſuch a helpleſs ſtate, 1 
13 to ſtand in need of the aſſiſtance of other: 
Praiſed be thy name for inclining the hearts of 1 
ſoſeph and Nicodemus to pay the laſt honours to 
thy breathleſs body, after thy painful ignominious 
death; by which thou haſt prefigured that honour 
which was deſtined to our bodies, in being made 
temples of the Holy Spirit. We are affured that 
if, in following thee, we hold out to the end, 
ven our pain and ignominy will be ſwallowed up 
a eternal bliſs and glory. Give us a heart to love 
thee our crucified Saviour, and to rejoice at every 
opportunity of ſhewing our love to thee by re- 
levinz thy poor members. But O what a mi- 
racle of Divine wiſdom ! how deep ſoever the devil 
lays his ſnares, God baffles him by his own inn 
fruments ; for all theſe diſpoſitions of our bleſſed 1 
Lord's enemies ſerve only to confirm the truth of 
hs reſurrection, which his heavenly Father had 
tho before ſealed and decreed, 


Thou, who my fins (a heavy curſe!) 

Upon the Croſs didſt bear, 
From thence waſt to the tomb conſign'd . 

By Joſeph's pious care. 


O glorious T'ype, by which the curſe 
Is far from us remov'd | 

By faith we claim the heav'nly prize J 

1 Laid up for thy belov'd. — x 0 = 


[ 104} 
Now haſt thgu drank the bitter cup 
Of death, without a groan, 


And cloth'd us with thy righteouſneſs, 
To ſtand before thy throne. | 


Thy ſacred Word, which never tails, 


| Prefigures things to come; 
wo: { The lion's. den, th* enormous whale 


; There typify'd thy tomb. 
bl | [| Thou like a fruitful corn of wheat 
9 Art to the earth conſign'd, 
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Whence thou ſhalt riſe, and with thee bring” 
The harveſt of mankind, | 5 


8 *. * in thy darkſome grave I ſee 
Wo. dawn of glory ſhine, _ 

— Which in full blaze on the third morn, 
" Diflay' *. power divine. 


| To Father, back and Holy Ghoſt, — 

One God whom we adore, * 

Be Glory, as it was, is now, 
And ſhall be evermore, 
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